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Another gear, snother annish; or
something to that nature,...hes 1t
really been eight years?l - yes, I
guesz it has, and whether it 1s 2
good sign or no that 1t doesn't secw
that long, it has seened paradoxi-
cally that it couldn't be cight
—cars, while at the some time that
first onnish is !'way baek in the din
distant past somowhere, very nebu-
1oue irdeed, Thot first annish,fowr

£ _ those many soula who vrerent! t around
Q:ag ‘ thea, was my point of neofannish
s e i pride - cover cut on the very first
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QRS steneil I ever saw (ah, the dear acaddays), a vhole tuwenty nine
pageo, the first really good test of my then four~month-old mimeo,"fad

T but knoim what fannish horrors awaited wme 1 - " would have thrown the
entire thing out the window? Hardly, The most startling thing aboutb
those cight years iz the fect that I still get a bang out of stemncilling
and mimeoing.

Several itens contsained herwuin inspire me to comments which do not
necessarily insert very well right in the text (particularly since tne
remainder of the issue is already nileoed), so I'1l talke the reverce
opportunity to souna ¢ff here.

Firstly, Redd Boggs, in ceiticising last
ronth's Christmas story, ventures the opinion that the raped woman would
not put off her husband ovut on the cortrary want hiu to "touch" her as
soon ag poscible, in ordsr to Teke paternity. Iiy personol opinion is
neither a defense or a rationalization, obut another interpretatlon con-
sidering what little I know about feminlne poychology - song women, af ter
such an experience, would prefer to fake a miracle {assuuing they were
in a position and time to do s0) rather than subinit to & further 'ani -
brace, Whether or not Mike succeeded in characterizing a woman so dis-
posed psychologically, I'm not convinced enough to saye.

Some one elge
cormented sardonically about the Iirizculate Conception in the contoexb
which implied it was referring to Jecsus. This is one of the few points
of Catholic dogma I comwprehend (that is to say, I understand what they
are proposing - I don't sgree with it) - the Irmaculate Conception re-
fers to Mary, not Jesus, and is more concerned with original sin than
virginity (of Anna, in that case).

Mozgie Curtist! article on ialt Kelly
recalls a pleasant blush of nosbtalgia to these agllow cheeks. All ny
childhood days I doted on blood and guta adventure comics. 1 was total-
1y uninterested in ony of the "comics! for a very sound personal reason:
I didun't think they were funny. Then one day, by some peculiar route,

I acquired o supposedly funny conie colled, I believe, "animal Comics".
wuite startled, I discovered tnst I thought it was wwising, very arusing
in fact. I showed it to ny nother, on anti-comic buff if ever there was

one, and she, too, was quite chueiled. e proceeded this way to the
inaide bacover of the nogozine where we cncountercd a non-dialogue biv
of wodern Acsopism called "hlefunnies" - involving an elephant cnd two

turtles, if I reucaber correctly. This was the first time 1 could ever
goy I hod been reduced to tears ¢f laughter over 2 "funny" book; I was
a Relly fon from then on. Kelly is the only hwiorous cartoonist who



got through to ne, "Peanuts" generally eludes me, ond while "Gordo" does
strilkke my funny bone consistently, it fails te do so with the ribshaking
horoughness of"Pogo™. 4albert and Perky are riy fovorites, as muieorous
exariples of ny best-loved character tyocs: the braggart end the dour one
who both turn out to have hearts of gold znd love of fellow crittver,
Ken Cheslin, in o recent letfer, underlined in a different instance

a matter touched by Marion Bradley in the letter colunn. In this nmatter
of capital punishment - so nuch has been done in discussing justice,
rien's inhwionity to nen, ete, In fact, most of the argunents seermt to
be conducted from two points of view: a) put the criminal oub of the way
perranently so he won't do it again, or b) no, it's sceciety at fault,and
killing him rather than attempting a cure is sinply revenge. It is, of
course, and in some cases quite an understandable case can be made out
for revenge, Onue may ergue thot it's societyts fault, but when cenfront-
ed by a renmorseless axe mrderer wino did what he did and doesn!t care,
itt's only human to want to make hia suffer a little in revenge for his
victin,

But there's a nore frightening reoason for taking a leng second
look at the death penalty =~ tho potential victin, As Harion points out,
worien (who after all should have rncre to say about the crime of rape,
since they're so very much involved) prefer to be a live vietin than
a dead one, And I can't very ruch se2 that the federal death penalty
that came in after the nurder of the little Lindburgh did Bobby Green-
lease rnuch good. If we were wealthy, and iIf Bruce should be snatched,

I personally world feel a lot wocre hopeful.  if the little Lindburgn
low weren't on the boolts, The crimes are going to happen - I'm nore
concerned with keeping the victim alive than in punishing the crininal -
or is there anyone who still feels the deata pendldty is a deterrent?

One of the worst law-lauzghing busincsces, of course, is the auto
killing deal, Apply all the cextenuating circuiistances you want, call
it any degree you want - the person who causces the death of another by
car and is personally at fault i1s guilty of rmrders For instance, in
Indiana recently sorme guy hit a little old lady who made the mistake of
stepping off the cwrb to cross the strect when this character was in a
hurry., He hit her, dragged her a couple of blocks where the poor old
£l finally rolled off the bunper into a snow drift (still alive), he
gets out to sec who he hit, apparently, then gets back in the car and
drives off, lecaving hor there.Several hours later she was found by sove
passersby and talzen to a hospitzel, where she died the next day, nostly
fron exposure in zero terperatures our paper implied, The guy turned
hinself in a couple of days later (nice of him, I'n sure), had his driv-
erts license suspended for a year, a year!s jail sentence sus-
pended, and given a snecial parcle officer t- report to, since the reg-
ular county officer was a nephew of the old lady (the ccurt is so conside
erate in cases like this)., I'i not ssying the guy should have been
jailed (they're crowded cnough), but I am saying the sentence was incred-
ibly light ~ particularly in view of the fact that he left her there when
he could: have offcred possibly life~saving first aid., The guy who hit
a police car and then tried to change his plates before they caught hin
(over in Ft, Wayne) get every book in the court house thrown at hin, I
puess o human life isn't as important.

Well, it is some few degrees above
zero cutside, a few more inside, and about four or £ive nore stencils o
go on the onnish, and then we can start on the February 1Ssi€e...sesJdWC




Rob Farnham sent 1ln a letter
(which I didn't publlsh because
1t was two pages long) concern-
ing his recent anti-Negro lettler
1n RETROGRADE/DISCORD. Malnly,
he wants it known that the let-
ter was 3 gag, and_that he does
not hate Negroes. It wus, appar-
ently, a gag that backfired.Any-
way, the letter was intended egs

a parody and he doesn‘t want
\\half of fandom mad et him for
gomething he didn't mean.
£ B I notice that T cave an old

e . Dt address for Leslie Sample in the
fanzine review column, Correct present address 1s: Fvt, Willlam Leslie
Sample, RA 14737569, Co. E 1st. Bn., KFSS BAlC, Ft. Sam Houston, Texas.
30b Tucker recuested a rundown on the published circulation of the
promags, and at epgroximately the same time Norm Metcslf and Don Franson
sent In listings. So here’s the rundown, collected by Fraueon, Coulson
and Metcalf (sounds like a firm of shyster lawyers,..):
ANALOG (Dec. 1ssue) 74, LOB
AMAZING (Jan. issue) Lg 018
| FANTASTIC (Jan. ish) 38 7%9
FzsF (Jan, issue) L7 574
“ALAXY (Feb. issue) 91,000
IF (no data avellaple)
Come %0 think of 1t, I haven't seen a Januszry IF. Did I miss an 1ssue,
or d1d tke publishers? One comnarison; Metcelf revorts that ZLLERY .
QUEEN'S KYSTERY KAGAZINE hss a published circulatlion of 135,102, Ang,
just to disappoint everyone, & cuestion of Jjust what these published
firures really mean, The general concensus seemé to be that these pub-
lished fizsures refer to totel circulstion, but I'm not too sure, It
looks to me likxe they refer to subscriptions only, with ncwsatand ssles
st1ll up for guesswork, Why? Well, In MAD #ol, tThe circulation flgure
piven was 48,550, Several fens hsve commented in surprise on this, How-
ever, in the Dec, 1900 1lssue of BESTSELLERE magazine, which 1ls u trils
journal for nowsdeolors, MAD 'ran an ad 1n whicl 1t was ststed that the
circulation of the Oct. '60 issue was 1,354,952, and that 95.9% of this
circulation was newstand sales, rather than subsoriptlions. The purpose
of the a3, of course, wss to show thet 114D does not shori-change news
deelers by taking a lot of dlrect subscriptions (a practice that is
frowned unon by the news dealers)., For our purposes, however, 1t 1s in-
terestine to note the® the remaining 3,1% of that 1,354 962 sale amounts
to 42,004 copies —— which is pretiy close to their "publlished clrcula-
tion" figcure. It wouldn't be identical, since the publlshed cliculstion
is supposed to represent the average over g 12--month period while the ad
concerneé only 1 lssue. Now, subscriptions probebly make up the majority
of the sales of stfnugs. After all, eccordinz to the MAD ad, even such
hot hewsstecnd items as READER'S DIGEST and THE SATURDAY EVENIRG PCST sell
gL, 8% and 79.4%, respectively, of thelr coples by direct subscription.
¥ith the truly horrible dletribution and display given stf megs, thelr
subscrivtion percentages may be even higher. But since they don't gell
100% by subscription, I think those people who expected the published
circulation figures to end speculstion on the subject are iIn for a dls-
sppointment,
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And 1f anvone wonders how I'm glemmineg onto a magazline distributed
to news dealers, Les Nirenbere trades them to me for YANDRO, (Which 1@
5 good deal for him, since otherwise he'd just toss them out when fin-
tshed with them, and a gocd deal for me because otherwlee I wouldn't
cet to see them,)

Redd Boggs took exception to my unklind remarks about the herto-
oraph process a couple of 1lssuee bsck, ond sent me two issues of THE
F&NTASITE to prove his point. after lonking over these mags I have to
pdmit that 1t 1s possible to do neat, zood-locking work with & hexto.
While the leslDllity is nothins extra, they cen be read, end not only
do they lack the slaunchwise printing that ehows up on a few pages of
most modern hektoed zines, but the cclor work 1s egugl to the best Git-
toing; Bo Stenfors is the only editor I've seen who hes done better
work, So I musss I'11l have to beck down end 2dmit the hektograph to
the circle of accepteble reproduction processes. (But I still wouldn't
advise you to dash out and buy one...) Tncidentally, these old fanzlne=
rolsed a couple of duestions, Flrst, there 1s an Indlana Fantasy £4S5so=
claetion mentioned, headed by Ted Dikty, who w&s then living in Fort
Wayne. Hensley, was thls the outfit you were in? Second, I think editor
Bronson must have had a time mechine. On the contents pare of one issusg
it saye "Vol., 1 No, 1 -~ November 1940" . And on the other 1t savs "ol
1 No, 2 -~ Felruary 1940". Like, hoh?

Also, one of them contalng & con report -y Bob Tucker, end 1f I
ownad those fanzines 1'd embarress him by reprinting 1% in FAPA some
time. Interesting thing; fandom may have changed In 20 years, but cin
reports haven't.

Put a fan in the White House depertment: Joe Hensley was elected
to the Indiana state legislature tihls year. (The Damocrsatioc nationsl
ticket in 1972; Fensley and Speer.) By the wey, aren't there eny Repub-
lican lawyers in fandom?

New Yeart's Eve was spent st the Teonomous' party. I had my usual
attack of ssthma (I'm allergic to lilwaukee) but had a good time any=
way. BAmong other treats, Fhyllis had one plste of pickled oetopus, 3
tried a plece —~ it tasted remarkably 1ike salty rubber, so I declined
2 seccnd. (liost people decllned & first, but Dale Brandon made swey
with several pleces -~ come to think of 1%, I have yet tc find anythlng
that Dele won't eat, and I've seen him tsckle some pretty strange con-
coctions, )

If all you people to whom we owe tapes will be patient, we'll get
something done. I'm not sure what; possibly purchasline a new tape re-
corder. Webcor recently took two monthe to let me know that a part I
wanted was no longer stocked, and I'm gbout ready to give up on this
thing. (One sure thing, Af I 4o get a new one, 1% won't be a Webcor.)

A few recent non—stf books acauired as Christmas 717t or pur—
chased outright; "Satanism And Witchersft" by Jules Michelet (Cltedel,
$1.45), "Maglc Island® by Willlam Seabrook (F&SF Book Co,, H0¢), "Re=
pert From Practicelly Nowhere" by John Sack (remalndered, $1.005, "TMur-
der Out Yonder" by Stewert Holbrook (Christmas 7ift), "Storming Of The
Gateway" by Falrfax Downey {(ditto), "My "icked, Wicked Yays" by Errol
Flynn (Dell, 50¢), "The Bull Of Minos" and "The Lost Fheraohs" by Leon-
ard Cottrell (Great Pan Books vis Alen Dodd, 2/6 each), "Lucrezla B
e1s" by Joan Haslip (Ace, 50¢), and all the Vardls Fisher books we
could locste. Then there are the stf books, and qulte a few Other non-
stf, and of course the magazines. T finally ceve in and became a member
of the National feograephic Soclety this year; I've been wanting to for
s lone time. So, until next iseue, psrdon me while I do some reading.
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Those who have enjoyed the lete Mike Todd's "Arocund The Vorld In of
Pays? will undoubtedly remember that 11ttle feature shown as a prologu®
to 1%: "A Trip To The Hoon®,

Directed and produced in 1902 by French fllm ploneer Georges reélies,
this funny, almost childish, 1llttle thing 1s todav considered one ol
rovie history's classics and, as far gs we are concerned, the first mo-
vie to involve a sclentifictional theme.

Althoueh it s 1i#118s' most famous production, "A Trip To The Moonf
is nnt %the only fantastic picture made by tnls garly French movliemeker,
’ Born 1n 13851 in Faris, Georges ¥E118s had been one of the most fam-—
ous figures smong the film plonecrs; flve years before directing "A
Trip To The #non" he had built st Hontreull, near Parls, hls own studlo
and was then at the head of a cleverly done, popular, and origlnelly
conceived production of small features, & cultured man, a former painter
end cericeturist, a brilliant prestidigitator, owner of the "Rohert
Houdin" theatre, MB1lés, who died in misery in 1938, had produced in 20
vears of sctivity more than UOOC pictures of verlous lengths {(but most-
1y of one or two re=ls), classifylng himself ss the first one %o consid-
er, in France, fllm maklng as a speclfic, original medlum.

0f course, ell his productions are dirzcted with a purely theatri-
cel style {and we must not forget thet we are only at the bezinning of
the movie industry), and each scene 1s elaborately stared as a panto-
mime, but through ali hls works M&11és mznaged to imprees the audience
with a certain charm; a sincere, primitive genulneness.

Althouch caricasural and cpenly childish, "A Trlp To The Moon" re-
wains a convinclng example of his style and intentions. ‘Then fllming
1%, the French ploneer obvicusly had in mind two famous novels: Jules
Verne's "From The Earth To The Moon" (2865), end H. ©. Wells'! "First
den In The Moon" (1895), but to him these futurlstic teles were merely
a convenient pretext. Tarough these modern fairy-tzles end considering
the theme he had chosen as a logical seguence of Cyrano de Bergerac's
ond Baron von Munchsusen's legendary trips, Méliée ls constructing his
oersonal trlp to the moon, :

A personal trip seen through the ejes of @ man who has directed a
lot of plctures devoted to such figures es "Red Ridlng~ Hood", "Cinder-
ella™, "Bluebeerd" znd the ‘like, cesnnot be considered with a particuler
interest toward futuristic probabilities but only as a funny, unbelliev—
able, strange and qulet contemporary tale. Thet explaing why hls sclern-
tists sre freshly teken out of a puppet theatre, the mechanical stuffs
deviced with humour and all the events and episodes described in a Tar-
cical mannher. Nevertheless, M&lids manages .to give —- and not only %o
hie eariler avdience -- an Oonjoyable, picturesque, most funny 1ittle
show, full of zest and with some of the best tricks devised in this
primitive period of the meovies.

Two vears after "A Trip To The Moon", MElles is agaln sdopting a.
fantastic theme in "A Trip Toward The Impuesihle® (1904). This
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nonsensical trip involves, smonr other medis, a flylng traln directed
to the sun. Flot 1s, in many incidents, similar to the previous one:

we have agaln a group of sllly, cericstural, bearded sclentists, =a lot ,
of parephenalle and a2 journey into spece. The train 1is swellowed by

tne sun (in "A Trip To The Moon" it was the moon who resceived in 1its
"eye" the giant space-shlp) snd the passengers are in danger of belng
roasted slive. Cleverly they seek refuge in a big refrigeretor, then
menase to flv back aboard a psrachuted submarine, The submarine safely
reaches the bottom of the ocean, and meets a glant octopus before ex-
nloding. The scientists are rescued and brought safely home, but, angry
2t losing &sll their beautiful machines, they ask a certain Prof, la-
beulof to bring back the fiving trsin from the sun and the submarine
from beneath the ocean. Maboulof agrees and achieves his task with the
nelp of a big electricel magnet,

A& submarine is agaln emploved by Mgliés in "200,000 Lesgues Under
The Sea" (1907), where a fisherman is named captain of 1t by the ¥Witch
of the Seas. After s journey unéer the ocean, the hero is captured by
the Flsh People, then suddenly wakes from & dresm, in hls cwn room,Thie
tnconsequentlial piece, made without telent or inventlens, 1s a crude
attempt to attract attention and interest cnly throggh a title similer
to Verne's novel and a kind of poor-man's submarine vacuely recalling
the "Hautilius®,

The last of M&liés' work, more or less conhected with scientiflc-
tional reminiscences, is "The Conquest Of The Fole" (1912). Here we
have only some small items, llke a brlef sppeerance of scme strenge
end funny alrplanes in a scene showing the race toward the Fole, and
the farclcal figure of the huge Glant of the Pole, who swallows the ex-
plorers in his big frozen mouth. 411 in sll the little plicture 18 no
more then a compendium, though brilliantly done, of lMeliés' previous
acnlevements,

As a conclusion, we agree that only four feztures may not be suf-
ficlent for consideration of Meorges MELids as the "father" of today's
scientifllms, although we must accept thet he wes the flrst moviemaker
to indulge 1n such themes as trips to the moon gnd sun, all kinds of
flying machines, journeys under the ocean, beast-~llke crectures on the
moon, strange lunar scenery and the like, However, in his primitive,
falry-tele manner, the French ploneer deserves truly to be acclaimed,
both by movie historiesns and fans, as the first to bring such items tO
the screen., It is oniy after him thst, gradually, other ones will seek
the interest of moviegoers in such pictures as "20,C00 Leagues Under
The Sea" (1905, a Vitagraph production directed by Mac Cutcheon),
"Frankenstein® {1909/1910, the first screen adaptation made by, Searle
Dawley), Itely's "An Interpleaneterian Wedding" (1910, directed by En-
rico Novelli) and Eritalnt's "The First Men In The Moon" (1913).

And that's the beginning of scientifilms,

"Smoke Vatlcans -— for the man who can't think for himself.”
e.....8etty Kulawa
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A FEGHOOTLING. . . . . . by Fenasha Duane

Q: Why 1s 1t, that although the toilets of the klngs and empOror-
of 0ld were always made of gold znd silver snd other preclous end long--
enduring metals, they are invarigbly found today ln an extremely pitted
and corroded conditlon?

A: Agua ragia.
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| There ere many thines thet can be trusted to the malls, end some
thines thet cennot be —— a fsact obvious to all but the greenest neos (1f
e mey Jjudee them by the contents of thelr fenzilnes). Similerly, therc
ere p.few things that ever the wisest of men will not trust to the tele-
|gr&ph sompenv or to the telephone. The cnly sefe, sure way 1ls to trans-
mit the informetlon fece to fece In some isolated gpot -— preferebly o
ocleerine in the forest ~— where one cen be certeln of privecy. There 1is
lnc forest clesrinc evsellsble to me 2nd g0, when either Lynn Hiclmen or
lmyself have somethine lmportsznt to say, we meet in the locel poolhall
‘end conduct our secret convergetions over the clicklne of nool bells,

'Tt s an ideel place end we have no fesr oOf prylno eare,

Yickman, you may remember, s a treveline szlesmen and he makes 1t
g voint tn drop by my place from time to time so thet we may “eep each
other posted. ‘hese visits are elways ccnducted under the moet lnnocent
suspices -- nct evem my wife or the chlldren heve become sueplclious of
our zctivities, {(And when you cen carry con undercover ectivitiee for a
number of yesrs without arocusing the susniclons of your wife, vou'lre
pretty clever. I'm clever.)

One day in eerly November the phone ranm 2nd Hickman spoke two terse
words into my esr, "Pool Hall!! he resped in g sinister manner, I knew
ot once thzt somethines frsucht with peril wes gt hand. Dropplng the dish
towel and two plates, I ren from the kitchen to meet him. Moments later,
over the clatterine din of ricncneting penl bells, we met in an hlstoric
encounter,

Tersely, he ssked, "Read FAUAC number 67"

I admitted thet I had neot. The gullty edmlselon was berely out of
my mouth when he thrust g sheaf of plnk end grey papers into my hend,

O &

X "Mepad 1t now," he resped

//7;3”‘§Q tersely. "Front page."

{ 44{f' n I glanced 2t the headline
w N @;‘G;J and, desplite myself, tock an
b/ ) /&ﬁg< §§:>\/> involuntary step beckwsrd, I¥
“f’ ;;aﬁx was g8 though T had been struck.
Y/ ax MEYA e o
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TN e : Seme e, Herry Werner, Jr., after
/ 1 = ﬂ: T over two decades 26 an gctlve
i’} \\}&@j:j'l /'/( ‘% N\ fan, ettended hls first conven—

W \&\¢€?)}J_ WAL S n .~ tion on Ssturdey, November F,
\\Q'/: =22 R o \/" The occeslon was the 19th Phil-
3 con, et -the Sherston Hotel,
F Philadelnhia,

The remalnder of the news
story wes glven over to conflirm-
etions of this event, es 1f the
editor hed not believed it when
he first lesrned of the occur-
ance znd knew thet hls resders




would be skeptical egs well, Put it wes
cold fect, Les ferber, the Shaws, Eney,
Sclthers, Yhite, McXnlght, Il'eskys and
others all corroborated the startling
fact. Elckmen end T stered at esch oth-
er, knowing 1t had come.

"I am reminded of an old cliche,"
I seid lamely. "If 1% wasn't in such
poor taste, I'd be tempted to say this
news wlll plunege all fandom into wer "

"ot funny," Hlckman retorted
tersely.

"No, 1t isn't. Just the ovpposite,
in fect." I thought g moment, thoucht
of the length of tlme T haed teen ac-
tlve in fandom: thirty years 1s one
devil of g sentence., Yot many men would
heve the courece to see it through, oE
Thirty yeers of fan wars snd uneasy 7~ %
veriods of peace, thirty yeers of ¢
fenzines sublime and rldiculous, //747/'
thirty yeers of nsmes and feces 3
cereding befcre me llke so meny
wisps of moving fog, But at lest
the end hed come,

"there do we begin?" wes Hick-
man's terse question.

I geve 1t a moment's study. "The 7
‘jestcoast, I suppose. There ere too many sctive, curicus people out
there —-~ we don't dare let them ego untll last., We'll stezrt on the cosast
and work eastward,"

"It will be sticky," wss the terse comment,

"Damned stlcky," I replied, "3°t we'll nerer the exceptions to the
gbsolute minimum. Those exceptions will be disappointed st the lack of
respcense, of cnurse, but we cen't held 211 fandom just for them, There
are the Coulsons, for exsmple, I've promised them an even hundred lssues
gnd I think it b~st to honor our firm committments."

"Wundred issues?" Hickman echoed tersely, "When 1s the snniversary?

"Next May," I answered, end then smiled sadly., "The maniac wents to
Ao fifty pages -- cen you imaglne 1t? I suppose he'd force poor Jusnita
to crank out a hundred peges if we permitted him to eo cn to his two
nundredth issue, By the ghods, whet fools these fans bhel"

Hickman repressed a shudder, After a mnment he sald tersely, "Well,
get crecking!"

"Right!" I said, and wheeled to the telephone. With most of the na-
tlen on direct dialing systems It 4id nct teke long, Ackerman wes first
end I ceught him totelly unprepared, He hadn't resd FANAC either.

"Full the plug cut there," T ordered crisply. "Make certeln you tak:
the entlre coast with you: Vencouver to Szn Diego." And T heard his gssp
of digbelief,

"My fod!l" he whispered."Did it reelly henpen?!

"Yovember Bth, Thiladelphia." I allowed him s moment to collect his
stunned wits, "Don't agllow anvone to escepne!™

"Sut they're plenning enother “estercon," he pleasded, "Maybe we
ghouvld,...,"
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l "The devil take the Westercon!' T cut in harshly. "Pull the plug!
You know fGernsback's rules: fandom is over, done, kaput." And T heard
him nod his head as he hung up.

After Ackerman 1t was the other 01d fuord leaders in the several
fan centers of the world. Croutcn ln Onterio; Wollhelm in New York;
Tarnham in tae Southeast; Oreenleaf in the Deep South; Wigeins in Colo-
rs30, A cgble went off to Cernell in London, and gnother to Molesworth
in Avstrslie. The day was done, Bach of them reluctantly obeyed orders
hacause there wes no other couree open to them: "Jsrne» had pulled the
rmig from under us all and our thirty-year walt was ended, Our way oOfF
life was no more.

I wouvld miss fandom

As my last sct I sent a telegram to CGernsback.

YOU RULE TS SEVAGRAYM,

"Professors of Educsztion, who are the curse of Americe, do tend to
be self-setisfied. T heard the Frofessor ¢ @ducation gzt an 1important
midwestern university egive & tzlk on his return to America from an ex-
tended stay in Thailend where he had led g team advising on the reorzan-
izing of Thal schcecls, He told hals agudience that Thal schools had orig-
inally been modelled on the reacticnsry British pettern, so that puplls
hed sctually to pass exams before belne promoted to a higher form, in-
stead of belng democratically promotsd regardless of whether they had
learnel anything. He was glad to report that the Amerlican team head
changed 21l that. The tesm had pointed out to the Thal teachers thst 1t
was bad for the morale of puplls if thev were not all promoted together
regardless of achlevement, ard now 1t wss possible for all puplls to go
right up through the top form of high school; nobodv was allowed to fall;
all 'greduated!; the only requirsment was Sitzflelsch. Thus, he con-
cluded with magnificent lack of logic, all Thal chlldren were now edu-
cated, and being educated could stand as a bulwark against communlsm,
(I 2m not in any wey distorting or over-simplifying hls argument, )"

And people wonder why we're losing the Ccld War. The shove quote comes
from the BULLETIN OF THE COUNCIL FOR BASIC EDUCATION, by way of THE
BORZOI QUARTERLY, Vol. 9 #2 (copyright Alfred A, Knopf, Inec., 1960) ard
sent to us by Glenn Godwia. It lsn't a report of a rare event, elther;
the reasoning given ls typical of educstion professors, Ask Juanita.
IThose of you who wanted to join the Committee For Indecent Literature
{wzich beran as a geg but might well have ended as 2 sercon organlzae—
tion) should be interested in the Freedom-To~Read Citizens Committee.
This orgenization, with headquarters at 2UL Czlifornia Street, Room 711,
San Francisco 11, Celifornia, 1s devoted to opposling censorship by pri-
vate pressure groups. So far thelr efforts seem to have been directed
azainst the Vigllente Committee For Decent Literature (known in some
guarters as the P,P.P. -- Prominent Pushers of Pap). However, I don't
think thev'll be exclusive in opnosing censorshlp; they should be will-
ing to aid against your local group of Xnow-Nothings, Leader of the
group is Morris Lowenthal. & cheek withk P11l Denaho revesled that Bill's
friends regarded Lowenthel as a conservetive. (Thls means thet he's
probaebly & liberal Democrat, btut at ileast he can by no streteh of the
imagination be reperded as a crackpot or a subversive -- though he'll
orcbably be labelled as such by the opposition.) I urge all you fans
who have been talking about censorshin t <ot dr foueh with this granp
land. do something about 1t. ce licaeds
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It's one of those psradoxes of modern #merican litereture that ornly
the wrlting zenres that sre not accepted zs literature concern them- |
selves with thelr "literery status"., The Young Yriters group, for exam—’
ple, led by such notsbles gs Maller, Shaw end Jones, 1s generally '
thought to be writine literature. It professes nnt to cere. The 1entasy'
schocl led by Sturgeon, Bester gnd Jackson, is also generglly thought |

to he writinq 11terctuwe —— but not secience fiction. (Its notables also
profess not to care.) ]
This leaves science flectlon -—- the genre =t hznd -- way out in tne

center field bleachers somewhere. And the stf farns, who seem desperatelf

to clinz to any fiction even remntely stfish &nd éreg it into the fold |
in eh apparent effort to ralse the fold's average quelity, profess to
care very much,

An outgrowth of this basically ludélcrous situztion has become the
vposltion of “most sercon fans in stf today. They polnt to this bock or
thst, and ery wlih equal parts of zeagl end missionary fervor, "Lookl A
pood review in TIME, Book of the weelk in THE SATURDAY REVIE W' It's 1lit~
erature!

They add solemnly: "Sclence ficticn has come of zge." (Incidental-
ly, they usually don't read the book in guestlion. Thelr main purpose
seems to be to get other people to read dgr They're a lot like mlssion-
aries ners, tc0.)

Thelr conduct is a classic exampie of trying for prestige by asso-
ciation. The fen, net content with reading ard enjoylng science fictlon,
are avparently victims of some hoidover gullt feelings from the days
wien stf was not "respectable", In answer to questions about the "worth"
of such "trash®", they seek to prove 1t isn't trash, it's literature.

This still leaves some question about its "worth',

And they'd probebly be more successful with thelr doubters -- gnd
more truthful —-- if they trled to prove it was fun, ard not literature.
Becguse the simple fact is, that almost all stf wrltten in the
nast twenty years wasn 15 litergture but wes fun, 4And the few stories
or bhoous that were accepted &s literature were primarily that —-- and

not sclernce Tiction, and maybe not much fun,

It's like aslkiinz a Las Vegas showgirl to Jjoin your btellet uroupe
in a featured role. If she's & typlcal kick-and-grinder, she can't
handle the part, If she practicss and polishes her talent until she be-
comes an accomplished ballet dancer, she's no longer a showgirl,

The willingness of too many fen to apply this parsllel to stf and
try to have both fun and art at the same time has brought sbout the im-
possible "literary status" wrilch e€tf allegedly enjoys todsy. And we can
read artlicles in the SATURDAY REVIEW gbout how stf is maturing -—- how,
in fact, 1t is coming of age.

The SATURDAY RZVIEW Goesn't seem to care much thet science Piction
is also dying.

Studied impertially, the cvhenomenon of a "fun" literary school
trying its best to elways leep a straient face and nide its suile while !
the critics are looking is pathetlc. It may someday prove to have sound-
ed the Ceath knell for the genre, too,
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folden Are science flctlon {the
venereble, greying end honored old-
time fan will tell you in a voice
guavering with emotion end a double
Scotch-on-the-rocks) wes once g
helluva 10t of fun to read. Maybhe
this "sense of wonder" busliness
amounts to nothing, but that vintage
8tf wes entertaining, anyway, and
not so doggoned "literery".

It had & plot, & hero, a moti-
vation, a threat, lts solutlon,and
8 happy ending. éometimes one Oor

maybe three of the ingredlents were
memorable enough to make the story a
stf Yclasslc", Put no one called it
literature.

lNowadaye (the veteran fan be-

mogns) stf is maybe just a 1ittle
bit litersture, but 1t isn't much
fun, At eny rate, 1t tries to be
literature, and it has all the gln-
mlcks thet most llterature seems to
have; pseudo-psychological insight,
8 cynical hero who folls the villeln
through indlirection and 1ndifference,
a heroine who reallzes the Horror of
her Sltuation 1n chapter one and
steys drunk until it's time for the
denouement, snd an author who is
more than iikely to stert out with
something progressive and brililant
a8}

"Willle wss a worm, Well, not
reelly. Eut thet's esnother story, So
is Willie, So, when thls broad walked lnto the Flve Planets Ber in Msrs-
port, Willie..,,."

Sometlmes -- you know —- you see the old-timer's polnt,.

When you backtrack a little to really stop and ask yourself just
what literature 18, anyway, you reallze that that's a more meaningful
quegtlion than the cne you've been msking all along; what selence flctlon
is, Becsuse, if you find out what litersture 1s, maybe you can make stf
literature, And, ss even Damon Knight has sadly discovered, finding out
what sclence fiction is doesn't make 1t literature.

Literature 1s baslically something thet the textbooks call a presen-
tatlon of & reelity, end the reaction of cheracters to that reallty. But
this 1is a stupld definitlon. The litersture part comes in when you start
measuring how well the author has handled his reglity, and his characs
tera, And this takes an eltogether subjective yardstlick, end is more a
matter of feeling then of textbooke.

Assuming for the moment thet you gnd I know what litersture really
18 (tho very llkely we don't), let's esk ourselves where science fiction
fits in,

Seience flction is, first, the projection of that present reslity
into the future, snd the resction of our future characters to 1t,
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(Science fentzsy, or just plaln fantsesy, 1s often the rejection of re-
glity end the reaction of the cherscters to that rejectlon.) Sometimes
the projection of our sclence-flctlonal reality 1sn't into the future,
but it's almost glweys into another, largely allen, environment, So fer
so good, If literature cen desl with past and present reelitles and Yte
good reeding, then sclence flction cen certalnly add a few future resl-
i1ties without harm,

Science flctlon 1s, second, ln g sort of hengover from the educa-
tion minded Hugo Mernsback, overlogded with the treppings of that futurc
reallty, or clvilizetion. &nd thls Ils not so good.

Science flction 1s, third, sadly enough not so much the reactlon
of our charecters to thet future reslity thet wec declded was safe enough
but our cheracters! resctions tc the trepplngs of that future reality.

Ard this 1is bad.

Because a story, no matter how well done or gklllfully plotted end
wrltten, Just ilsn't litersture If it deels most of the time with a lot
of cheracters belng motivated to react to this wonder, or examine that,
or fly off in those, or travel through time in this. It's mecre of g
trevelogue. And 1t's undenlably science fiction, no matter how far it
may te from litersture. a-

Let's 20 back a step or so, and see if anythlng can be done to re~
store stf's literary chances. Cbviously, one of the blg faults cf scli-
ence flction in its drive to become litersture cropned up between steps
twe gnd three. We can't have cur protascnists
becoming all preoccupled with the everyday
gadgets of thelr civillzatlion if they're going
to get busy and react to theilr reality. It's
Just 1like we don't plck up the telephone and
say, "Mabel, 1sn't 1t wonderful thet I em able
to speak to you cleerly on thls gmazing invention!"

8o, let's leave the scientific trappings
in the stery (Hugo be honored!) but slash out
the cheracters' preoccupation with them.
Now we have a future reality in which
our characters are gll surrounded with these
wonderful trapplngs, but don't get preoccu-
pled with them, In fsct, the trapplngs are ,
altogether in the backeround snd may not
even be meniioned much gt gll, except to
get the readers oriented. The maln story-
line is bullt around the charscters i
themselves, and thelr reactions,

Fretty good progress, eh? And
we mey be well on the way to creat-
ing literature, e

But let's go one step farther,.>"-
and maybe we'll come up with a R
fcolproof formule, Let's sort of
subordinate those trepplnes,which
are gefttlng in the way of the
story, anyway, rileht out of the
story. Fow we won't even have to
gtop to get the readers oriented, ]
end we can begin writing the liter--
ature part from the word o, as 1t
were,

27




Amazing, 1en't 1t? By Just a slmple menlpulstion of
gome £imple rules, we heve n~w remede sclence flctlon in-
to liter=zture, Ye've talren the orly real drawback to 1its
telng literature in the first place -- the cumbersome
trepplngs —— ond thrown them out. And now whet we have
could be literature, if 1ts written well enough. This
mieht restore sclence fictinn to its rightful stefus ln
modern American litersture. Matter of fact, it could eve:r
be told just es well by one of the Young Writers, It's
got to be lltereture,

There's only one catch.

Ever since we dropped the trepplngs ocut, 1% haesn't
been science fictlon any more. It's been mainstresm, Anl
if we put the trappings bseck 1n, i1t isn’t llterature any more, we've
declded.

‘ Ahem,

! It would appesr thet science fictlon, then, that flte the regulre-
{ments of literature isn't stf eny more, And vlce versa, Makes all tnle
‘tallk sbout stf's belng recognized as s literery form scund sort of ab-
surd, doesn't 1t?

Beceuse, though you could probably bring sbout a marrisge of the
two camps, i1t would be more trouble than 1t's worth, It would be in-
finltely wiser to wrlte straight literature without dreezing In sclence
fiction's shopworn old props.

And Infinitely easier to write sclence flctlon without conforming
to literature's inhibiting rules end regulations,

So why do we bother to mslkte 1t literature? “e heve vlenty of liter-
ature already, but we're retting short on sclence fictlon, Let's go
back to plein, unvarnished, untitled stf. Let's oult trying to burden
the shoulders of agn entertalnment form with sll sorts of fancy respon-

sibilities,
Letts let sclence flction relax and be fun ageln,

And God spske unto Moses, saylng "Teke ye these Commandments unto the
People snd runneth them up the Flagpole, saying 'If ye ssluteth not, ye
shall have had 1t'," ...The Madison Ave. Testament, per fene DeWleese

In fictlon, the writer csn produce strictly popular entertalnment,
es exemplifled by the adventure pulps, the SATTADAY EVINTNA FOST, ete.
Or he can attempt to seriously present his idess to the world., If the
wrlter ls gcod enoueh, hls serlous presentstion may be accepted as Blit-
erature”. If he 1s not good enough, 1t is forgotten even sooner than
the writing of theVentertalners', {In fect, if the entertsiner ls good
enough, his writings may become accepted e& literature; wltness Shekes-
peare.s I think that port of the trouble with sclence fliction 1s that
too many inferior writers are attempting seriocus presentations, and too
many others have mistasken soclel setire for cuslity. With the result
that adventure hackwork by Burroughs 1s more entertaining and wlll lest
far longer then satirlical heckwork by Pohl and his imlitetors. What we
need sre more writers of good entertelnment, such as Foul Anderson, RSC
"Juanita sald thet you're different from both of her psrents; her father
wes & men end her mother was a women." Sid Colemsn....lsn't 1t nlice to
heve the sort of friendships thst one egcauires ln fandom?

. e tm v e e mr as me e = v e e Aa B v e e e A v mme bk em ma s = A Rm e v e v e e

"Daddy g0 tap-tep-tap!" L..... Bruce Coulson
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| (THE WORST OF THE WORST - LIKE. WOWIN %

There ere these Russien sples, see? And then there is this artific-
1al sstellite which just went up from Ceneverel. And, flnelly, there
sre scme FBI arsents. They sre sll ldiots, even fhe sstelllte.

The sples are cfter the satellite, end the FBI 1s helpine them, .te-
cause the FBI is after the heed spy and fleures thet 1f 1t gives the }
sples the satellite, they will lead 1t to him., So's not to lose the '
trail in the shuffle, the FRI plants a radio trensmltter in the satel-
lite.

The spiles lesd things off by knocking the setelllte out of orbit and
into the ocean with s epeciel stolen (they think) radlio siernsl, The sat-
ellite comes down convenlently nesrby in the oceen, and they set out
after it in a motor launch. On the wey out, however, two of them get
into a ficht 2nd one ls thrown overboesrd, No one bothers to attempt a
rescue, thus proving that Russlen svles sre inhuman monsters. The ceuse |
of the fleht, you esk? Was Stalin or Xruschev insulted? Well, no.....

56 a metter of fact, the throwee swiped scme of the thrower's beer. This
mpy or mey not prove thet Russlen spies are alcoholic, selfish, and
snort tempered.

Tre three remaining sples reach tas fallen sstelllte just es 1t 1s
picked up by a group of FBI men masoueradine es fishermen. (Apparently
they don't trust the snles to flnd the sstellite. This proves thet sples
are inept snd that the FBI leaves nothine to chence.) The sples tell
the FBRI fishermen that they ere erme wardens end thest the setelllte
looks like an illegel fish lure. They confliscste it, teke it back to the
shere, end promptly run into some real geme wardens, who glso think the
catellits looks like an srtificial fish lure. (No one bothered to con-
sult a fish on wiat 1t might think of the setellite’s eppesrence.) In
the ensulng fieht, the satellite —— which locked more like s round tv
picture tube than a fish lure, legzl or illegel -- pets battered around
snd the radio in it quits working. The sples, having
won the flght by some sultebly underhanded and spylish
means, take thelr sgtellite and plile into a getswey
OBRY,

Wow that the rsdio hes gult trensmittlne, the FBI
panics and sets up a batch of roecd blocks. The snles
are stopped, and the satellite, which they had plunked &
nonchalantly onto the teck sest of thelr csr, rells W e
to the floor and begins trensmitting egein., Lucklly, 3
the F3I cer with the radio detectlon spreratus is at
thet very road block, end the ecents thereln tske off :
after the sples, However, one of the sples, & per- Yoo o
ceptive soul, hes recognlzed one of the sgents in the
pursulng car. Now the spiles penic and abesndon thelr
car, They sneak out the back dnnr of some beach es-
teblishment, nlannlne to walk 12 mlles to thelr Lead-

£ Te 13

er's house. They get tired rather oulckly, hewever, ‘F¥~§=%T”W?3 /
Net | 1 be oy v ter Wy LORY |

proving thet Ruselgn spies aren’'t very healthy, elther. ! < -
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They start to commandcer a tiny sports car parked nesr the beach,
but are interrupted by the owner, a yrung man with a spear gun. He
Goesn't have the presence of mind to use 1%, so he gets shot. His girl
friend, however, is brlghter, and grabs the gun and plugs one of the
sples with it. This 1s fortunate for the sples, since sll three of them
would never have fit into that car. Frobably, jvdging from thelr pre-
vinus behaviour, they would have had to shoot one of thelr own number
to solve the dllemma” and the girl slmply saved them the trouble,

Anyway, the two spleg take off in the stolen car with the satellite.
But they soon spot a suspicious car, one thet looks like the one belong.
ing to the FBI agents., They panic again and throw the satellite out of
the car, down into a ravine, A few miles further on, they stop and walt
for the suspiclous car to catech up to them. Stopping the car, they &are
temporarily relieved to see thst a woman is driving (one of the few
recorded instancea of rellef et thls disclosure), However, their sus-—
picions are aroused by a mass of rsdio equioment in the back seat. You
see, this 1s the wife of one of the FBI agents; she'd volunteered to
drive the car to luil the spies' susplcions. (Why? I don't know and I
refuse to think about it.) They rsach in to grab her, but lucklly the
car has power windows. She drives off, dregzing one of the sples by hls
grm, whlch is caught in the window, For some reason she lets him go
after a few dozen yards, and he rejoins his friend and the two of them
g0 back to retrieve thelr sateilite,

After g mercifully brlef Three-Stooges interlude with a emall boy
and his pet snske, they get the satellite, Then, presumgbly exhausted,
they 81t down and discuss thelr spyish vlans. This would be fine, ex—
cept that two FBI agents just hoppen to be hilding behind the rock the
sples are sitting oh, Needless to say, they get a dendy resumé of the
sples' past and future activitles and some hints about the Leader's
1dentity. When the sples leave, one agent follows them while his pard-
ner starts hitchhlking to a telephione. Nezturally, he unknowlngiy hitche=
g ride with the Leader, who takes him to his spy-infested home. Net on-
ly that, but the agent now makes a telephone cgll to hls office, thus
revealing to the Leader that he 1s an FEI man. He hangs up the phoae,
turns around, and starcs into a gun barrel., Then he has the nerve to
ect surpriced!

The other sples arrive shortly with the setelllite, which someone
promptly prys open with a pocket knife (!). They play back the tape
which was inside 1t and which has been the object of agll this running
eround., The tape says something like 4Well, here comes that eignal.
Whoops! Here I go! Gee, 1t's a long way down to that water!" Thls, 1
suppose, proves that the FBL has a sense of humor. The sples, a humor-
less lot, zre not amused.

Avout then, the other agent, who had been following the two sples,
arrives in time to save the dgy --- or at least, hls pardner.

If you consider that thls story was further hampered by terrible
acting, miserable dlaslogue, and a few other shortcomlings, you begln to
understand why this was a "sneak preview", They had to snezk 1t 1u. The
whole sudlence laughed at 1%; not just the fans.

To c¢rown the evening, the sudience wes asked to "record thelr reac~
tions" to the movie, and were given little cards for that purpose. Inls
proves that the produser had guts, Che person listed the egnuake as the
"Most Interesting Character". Another added to the three printed columns
of "Good" "Fair® znd "Poor", a fourth, "Ecch!" and then checked all tire
Ecch boxes, If, when you go to a movie, you llke to shake your head and
mutter “Oh, nol" over and over, don't miss "Cepture That Capsule’.
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"who dish yere Pocketbook KFelly think he 1is?"

S o
1 t lg:ﬁhi
"Me sakes! He sort of eimple secemin'!"

Thus spoke the swemp critturs sbout thelr creator back in 1947,

In the days when I regarded stf as a bene becsuse my perents spent
thelr money on it rather then on comic books, I got en sllowesnce of a
dlime a week; with that dime I bought = comio book which my mother was
forced to read to me every night ti1ll I got the next one. One day I
ceme back from the newsstand with a comic known simply ss ANIMAL COMICS
#25, Feb-Mar 1947, Kom wes delighted ofter the first resdlng; efter the
ceventh she was even hsppler abeout it. Almost immediately after, T got
a secord comlic, & different comlic, a new comic —— Dell Comic #LE or
ALBERT THE ALLIGATOR A¥D POGO FOSSUN.”

The introduction to this precious volume outlined the manner 1in
which the comic ceme into being. Professor Rover Boysenmexlco was dls~
guilsed gs a stuffed owl,

Unmasked, Professor Boysenmexlco showed us a secret com-
pertment in the back of the Owl's heed and revesgled a Boll
Weevlil busily kuickine the stufflng out of the COwl. The Owl was
solid with Albert znd Pogo storles! A VERITARLE RUBBISH MINE!

As the Boll Weevll continued to punt the menuscripts out
of the Owl, Boysenmexico produced a large revolver end 2 supply
of sandwiches. Then he crawled into the fireolece end tareaten-
ed to shoot Santas Clgus unless enother collectlon of Albert end
Pogo stories fthe first wee Dell Comic #105) wes published. He
hes been there ever since, munching sendwlches and firing at
rendom up the chimney. Random is & thin men esnd hard to hlst.

He keeps the Professor pretty busy.

Mother dld the honorable thirg -- she wrote a letter %o the right
honoreble "elter Creawford Kelly, Jr, Heoplly for me, he answered the
letteor. Thus begen the Kellv—Curtis correspondence, during the course
of which we learned & few things sbout the Master. Concerning his fam-
11y in those days he wrote, “Thera‘s kids all over the place ‘here —-
Thres sre mine, Another one 1is ny wife. A small furry one lives 1ln the
cellar "

On August 9, 1947, he wrote,

There 18 rather gloomy news connected with Pogo and Albert.
The sale of the regular megszine, Animal Comics, has not been
80 great as to lnsure 1ts contirued survival, It is a pretty
sure bet that it wlll disappear after the firgt of the yezar.
A pumber of thlngs are responsible, but the mein ceuse 1s the
prohlbitive price and the scarclty of newsprint these days. Un-
less a magazine is overwhelmingly vopular it is better business
to devote its paper to extra issues of a top selling comic.

However tnere 1s a movement afoot to have A. and P. synd1~
cated and fcr this reeson I have been most happy to get letters...

The Great Men and my father conducted a controversy over the vital




matter of whether or not bats hed esrdrums;
Kelly clelmlne they 41d not, Dad (who Aid his
doctor's theslis on them) dering to sszy thet
they did, too. ¥elly sent us en 8% x 11 car-
toon in which Ding Bat, The Drum Store ¥an,
sald to Howland Owl, "Zar drums? No, eh got
de snere, bass, oll, conun, hum end & tusce-
loosa tom-tom wif side seddle but de ear type
ten't in ma line." Owl declsred "“Ah KNEIWED 1t
sh ENEWED 1t!" while the weevil 1lnoklng on
gsked, "Is yo gone pee-rede wilf fifes, boogle:
an'! sl1l, COwl?" The ception to the certoon 1is,
"Modest and wif lowered eyeballs us present
fsotuable proof (f'um de heoss own mouf), "

In 1948 T ceme dewn with rheumetlc fever,
and ¥elly wrote a sympathetle letter eaylng
that he, too, hed had 1t.

It sort of rulned & pert of my chlld-
hood, ebout six monthe if I remember cor-
rectly =nd then all sortis of dlre predict-
tions were made, I 2ot iIn the hebit of holdlng my breeth -- end
stood still, with e purple look, until my twenty-first blrthday.
Then with a gold wetch end chaln T set out for Venezvela. Years
later I was known e8 Fred Fesrless, the Boy Hemster ¥ine.

at sbout thls point 1t ceme to light that Kelly i1g a eenercus soul
end a kind one to boot, He twlce sent me paeckages of children's books
to while awey wesry hours, He is a Good Men,

THE CRICKET (which hed "the easrliest full reference to hlm {Pogo3
in the fan press," according to ¥r, Eney's receerches) wes sent to Kel-
ly end he wrote whet might be celled a letter of comment: "The Cricket
wes recelved here with marked enthuslesm end resd with guste gnd coffee,
It is e nice job, satisfactory in every way end hes a lot of chirp..."

As & result of the correspondence, two pllegrimeses were made to
Yassg Xelly, When the subject was flrst btroached to him, he wrecte:

Our ereet grendfather lMeccs Kelly wss the object of a pil-
grimage in 1854 end hss never been the ssme slnce, It seems
that there wes trouble sbout s horse. Seversl gentlemen repre-—
senting the law made a pllgrimage to Mecca's stable and for
reascns best known to those concerned Grpgmps 18 serving a life
term in the eounty Jall, 01d Kellys never dle end 1t iIs Mecca's
plen to est the county inte s stete of benkruntey.

On these visits, the two who mede the trlns discovered thet Kelly
is as sperkling a wit in person g8 he 1s 1n hls strips end letters.
However, a wire recorder proved his downfell, It wes teken along end
plunked down in front of him; taken ebeck, he d1d his btest to provide
a2 good example of hls noted gbility to talk. He tried reeding one of
hls strips but dldn't <et beyond the thlrd penel; sonerently shaking

wlth laughter at hls own (conslderable) humor, he geve up. The wire,
neturally, ls stlll ftreesured.

¥elly once gave us to understand that one could not depend too much
on what magszine bloeraphles hed to sey gbout him, He left us with the
impression thst, se he figured that the reporters wesnted to hear
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amusing anecdotes gbout him, he told them smueing anecdotes —— comnosec
of whole c¢loth. However, seccording to resesrches in megazines, the fol.
lowing so-celled fscts cvoms o light, (Just remember, we can muerantes
the truth of none of this.) Kelly wee born in Philedelphia on Aucust 2§
1913, the son of Walter Crawford ¥elly and fenevleve Macdnnula Felly,
but didn't let 1t feze him, “hen he was sbout two yeers 0ld, the famlly
moved to Srideeport, Connectlicut, His father wes e theatrlcsl-scene
peinter; when Kelly was in “arren Herding Hich School, he worked on
both the school paper end the Brideeport POST, He worked et verlious
Jobs after greduating, ending up on the FOST, ¥rom then on he was ver-
sctilely busy. He wes a Bridereport Welfare Department investlgator, a
window~dlsplay peinter, snd in 1935 became gn artist ln the Dlsney Stu-
dio in Burbenk, Callfornis., There he worked on "Snow Whlte And The Sev
en Dwarfs" "Dumbo! and "Fantessla". He quit there in 1941, emerging
"with nothlng worse than flrst degree burns," and went bsck to New York
working 1n comic books, anparently. In 1943 he became e clvlilien employ
ee of the forelgn lsnguage unlit of the Armed Forces Institute and ore-
ated g comic book festure czlled "Bumbezine end Albert The Alligetor!
in which Pogo first appesred, Later, the New York STAR stsrred Felly.
On September &, 1948 he wrote to us, "Kelly 1s supposed to be in
charge of plctures, layout, burglary, cartoons, comlcs, men's room end
related subjects, We have discussed P, Fossum end I have flnally got 1t
into dally shepe. St1ll not satisfled but may use." Later, he wrote
thet he wes terribly busy with the STAR, "serving ss an editor-plus.’
The STAR started publicetlon on June 23,

1948, end ran until Jenuary 28, 1949, Kelly

wes in charge of certoons end did dally po- |

1itical certoons end weather certoons for
1t. de won a %100 Hevwood Broun Awesrd for
his famous politicel certoons, 1in which
Dewey appesred aos g mechanicel man. The
flrst FOGO strip in a newspaper appeared
in the STAR on ¥ondey, Oct. 4, 1948 (Kel-
ly d1d ads for the strip, which appeared

a few days previously). T0M0 wes suspended
with the STAR, but showed up -- syndiceted
-~ on May 16, 1949 in the lNew York FOST
JOKE IE¥YS and has been golng strong ever
since; {(We are guietly proud that the lazst
words of any FOGO cheracter in the STAR
were those of Porky; "You're hard but just,
Curtls.") Dell brought out e serles of 16
FOGO POSSUM comic books from Oct-Dec 1949
to Apr-Jun 1954, By 1958, according to
Stephen Becker's "Comic Art In America",
FOGO wes appearlng in over B00 newspapers.
In 1952 WX was chosen certoonist of the
yeer by the Natlonal Certoonists Soclety
and in 1954 became presldent of the organ-—
lzation., During his relgn, he snd Milton
Caniff spearheasded the cartoonists' suc—
cegsful efforts to work out their own cen-
sorshlp rather than be ruled by government
censors, In 1951, FOB0 wes the first of g
long serles /19 to date, if T counted
rieht -~ RSC/ of Poeo books, which sre still

e i, g s
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being publlished at the rate of two a year,

POG0 was not Kelly's only work, by a long shot, He did cartoon
strips for such dlverse comics as FAIRY TALE PARADE, SANTA CLAUS FUN-
NIES, OUR GANG COMICS (OUR GANG WITH TOM & JERRY), ANIMAL COMICS, and
RAGGEDY ANN & ANDY, and covers for WALT DISNEY'S COMICS AND STORIES. He
glgo did whole comics: CHIRSTMAS WITH MOTHER GOOSE, BASTER WITH MOTHER
GOOSE, MOTHTZR GOOSE AND NURSERY RHYME COMICS, ALBERT THE ALLIGATOR AND
POG0 POSSUM, THE BROWNIES, PETER WHEAT, POGO PARADE and, of course,
POGO POSSUM. However, Boon Kelly had to declde whlch wes tO be his ma=-
jor work -- political cartooning or Pogo. The world might have lost a
ereat political cartoonist to Pogo, but 1t didn't; somehow, it got both

The Pogo comle, 1t once said in COLLIER'S, took Kelly a week to pro
duce —-- in comparison with his dally strip which took an hour and his
Sunday page which took him three hours., The week, Kelly must have de-
cided, wssn't worth 1t.

It takes planning to be sensible and since the comic book
1s merely a sidecar to the motorcycle I can't at thls point
take 1t so seriously thet I would waste an idea on 1% that 1
could do 1n the daily strip. The daily strlp 1s no chore,
yunnerstan, 1t just is all too true that if you go to the well
often enough you'll fall in one day.

Kelly does not always work alone, He has done 1llustrations for
John Lardner's article in LOOK, "The Young Stay Youn At Dartmouth", in
the lssue for June 2, 195?. He has also 1lluetrated Eardner's "Strong
Cigars and Lovely Women" 1951), John O'Reilly's "The Glob" (19%2), and
Inaz Bertall's "Complete Nursery Song Book" (1947), In the fall of 1956,
he even went on a round-the-world trip with Lardner for COLLIER'S.

Kelly is now, we understand, quite well to do, So far, he has quite
successfully resisted almost all commerclal corruptions of hls protege.
He has put on the market the Pogo books, the Pogomobile, and Pogo songs
whieh have sopeared in a book gnd on a record. There are also "1 Go
Pogo" campaign buttons which have appeared in the past two presidential
campaigne. He has done "Stay In School" posters for the U.S. Navy,
starring Pogo, But there have never been commercially-made Fogo dolls,
Pogo games, Pogo movies and TV shows (he does not want to asslgn volces
+o6 his characters) or Pogo ads....

Walt Kelly spoke at the eighth annual conventlion of the Congress of
European American é&ssns. at the Acropolis 1n Athens on Seplember 9,
195%. Attentlon was called to Kelly because of the 1dea in Pogo ghout
a "Year of Man" in whilch animals study mankind %o prevent cruelty of
people to people, The CEAA 1s devoted to better understanding between
Western natlons,

Married twice, Kelly had three children 1n Darien, Connecticut, by
his first wife, Helen. The chlldren were the girls Kathy and Tony and
a boy, Peter David. In New York Xelly lives with-his second wife, OSteph-
anle, at an address unknown %0 us, They los® their first chlld -~ a
11ttle girl -- and then had Stephen, Andrew, and probably lots more
whose names we don't know,

Yalt recently suffered a heart sttack -- how severe I don't know.
It was enough to send him to bed for qulte a spell; 1t hasn't lmpaired
nls sense of humor, however. "I am as allve and kicking as a Summlit
Conterence”, he £a3d in May.

T dare not try to snglyse Kelly's humor —- 1t 1s a task whioh should
not be attempted for the present. Stephen Becker in "Comic Art In Amer-
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lca" classed the gudience of Poso with those of Krazy Kat, Barneby, &
Peanuts, M1ilt Gross and Rube Goldberg.

Thus the work of six men whoge hold on theilr sudlence was
or is at least partly inexpliceble and whose comic strips don't
seem to fsll into any of the traditional categories. KRAZY KAT
18 certainly not an anlmel strip, nor is POGO; BARNA3Y 1s not
a supernatural strip; PEANUTS may be a k1d strip, but it 1is
like not other kid strip; and Milt CGross's work is dlfferent
from anything else in the history of comlcs.

Kelly once commented on present-day comic artists, showing his o0ld-
time fevorlites and indicating something-or-other about him:

Some stuff is good...but in my field when I remember how
good Billy deBeck {Barney Google+} was, how good 0l1d Tad Dor-
gan {Indoor Sports, Outdoor Sports, Silk Hat Harry's Divorce
Sults wes, Sidney Smlth £{The Gumpsi, Sullivant {cartoonisty,
George Herrimen £{Krazy ¥at+, I get sort of disgusted with the
lazy slugs who think that to be gocd you hsve to be a genlus
or lucky.

Kelly collectors have a number of problems —- not at all the least
of which are Kelly's hostiiity te the idea of a XKelly collection and
Dell's uninterested attitude about its own products, Apparently, no
newsvaper 1n the country will guarantee to carry the full Sunday page
every week, It is as good as impossibie to zet coples of the New York

TZR, Without a comrlete collection, one doesn't know what things Kelly
hes done and one can't amass & complete collection wilthout knowing what
he's done. The wrlting of this artlcle has crystellised a yearning of
mine ~—- the desire to complile a checklist of the Works of Walt, So I'll
clese with two pleas for myself:

Would anyone out there contribute Information towards a Kelly
Checklist? Or would anyone be willing to contribute (or, yes, sell)
0ld ¥elly items? I'll be waltlng for an answer. '
"Beguty 1s skin deep -~ this belng true, 1t would seem that the thick-
skinned hlppopotamus has an epidermal adventage which 1t has somehow
falled to exploit.® .....Jack Kent :
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YOU FIND FANTASY IN THE DAMNEDEST PLACES DEPARTMENT

"Whet sort of flame does & dead person have, Claf?' sez Horace.
A queer look came into Olaf's face, a half-scared look,
"A dead person has no flame," sez he, with a little shudder, "It is
a bad sight, 1 have watched; I have seen the soul leave, When a man is
%1lled, the savage purple color fades into the yellow of fesr, then
comes the blue, 1t zets falnter ard fainter around the body; but it
gathers like a cloud above, snd then it is silver gray, like moonshine,
It 1s not in the shape of the body, it is Just a cloud, It floats away.:
That 43 gll,"
"Well, that's enough," sez Horece. "Can you see any flame about a
sleeping person?"
"Yes," sez O0laf, "Just like about a waklng persoh...."

frem "Friar Tuck" by Robert 4. Wason, a western published in 1912
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STRANGE FRUIT —

Tdltors who don't see their offerings mentloned below can look In
the next ¥ERO. They may not see them mentioned there, elther, but since
Dick Lupoff asked me to do reviews for him I'm taking the opportunity to
unload a few “rom this column, whick is gettlng to be more of a check-
1ist than a review column anyway. (The thing 1s, I don't like to waste
space in YANDRO on fanzine reviews, so I keep the verbigge to a minimum
while acknowledging everything received.)

FANZINE #1 (Sylvia White, 107 Shristopher St., New York 14, N.Y, - ir-
regular - free for comment) According to Ted, Sylvla 1s putting out a
separate fanzine because she doesn't want to lose her identity. [(She
had a hard time convinclng people that she existed in the firs? place,
ond she doesn't want all that work wasted.) Anywey, this consiects of an
announcement of the organlzaticn of a fannish fan club 1n New York,
"New York Fandom Blues' by Terry Carr, wnich is very good, a twist to
"The Three Plgs' by Richard Wingate that isn't especlally good, and a
companion mag, LETTERSVILLE, consisting of authentlc antlque letters of
comment to FLAFAN #2. Interesting thing is that a good many of the let-
ters are stiil interesting, though I've completely forgotten the mater-
121 they're commenting on, (Of course, I'm using them as 1lnslght into
the thought-processes of the writers, so the most lnteresting are those
from fans I know well enough to provide a basis of understanding.) Not
much for neofans here; mailn interest 1s for those who have been ground
awhile. Ratinge.soott

QUE PASADO? #3 (Les Nirenberg, 1217 Weston Road, Toronto 15, Ont., Cen-
ada ~ approximately quarterly - 25¢) Greg Benford parodies the styles

of verlous con-reports; this is excellent. (Of course, I'd like this
sort of thing even if 1t wasn't pood.) There is a qulz, "Are You A Fan-
nish Snob" (it appeers that I am), and Mike Deckinger has something that
must be a parody of somebody, but I couldn't say who. Then then are let-
ters on all sorts of Tennish subjects, llike Tom Lehrer, homosexuals,
"Psycho" end kosher &111l pickles. This is e sick fanzine, I tell you.

0f course, I like sick fanzlnes, . ~ Ratingeeesef

KICPLE #4 (Ted Pauls, 14L& Meridene Dr,, Baltimore 12, Md, - monthly -
10¢) This issue is hiding under a cover from TWIG TLLUSTRATED; it's
probably meant as subtle satlre, but since PILIXIA does slmost the seme
thing the result seems more like Terwllleger ls golng syndicated. Jim
Hormon end the edltor write about comlc books, which seems to be the
latest trend in fenzines. Havlng worked thru old science fliction, old
hard-cover fantasy and old sdventure pulps, they're starting on comlcs,.
Since T don't 1ike comles end never did, I'll be zlad when the trend ex-
pires and they go back to old sclence fiction again -- or even old fens,
(Jusnita is quite heppy with the present situation; but she likes com-
1ce. I secem to be the only non-conformist in the bunch.) The editor
blasts forced conformity in the schools; from the examples given, elther
I was pretty lucky when I went to school or things have got worse, in &
hurry since I graduszted. Llke, in a mock electlion in clvics class, o5%
of the votes went for Normen Thomazs, and nobody gald boo gbout 1%, Now,
‘apparently, we'd gll come in for g browbeating. Mlke Deckingor griposa
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about television agaln; he seems to dlslike it almost 28 much as he dls--
likes Christlanity. Marion Zimmer Bradley and the edlSor revlew fanzlnew
Various smaller items and a letter column which is generally one of the
hizh points of the fanzine but whlch this issue sort of fizzles, A nlce
thick U1 pages, RbiNg hese «veie i)

PILIKIA #2 (Chuck Devine, 922 Dav Dr., Boise, Idsho - irregular — price |
30 S%H gréen stamps) The cover says TWIG; spparently Guy wss going To
drop the title znd then ckanzed hls mind after Chuck got the cover donre, |
Or maybe Chuck is pulling a fast one. Anyway, the cover 1llo by Stiles !
is guite reminiscent of the Adkins covers of the old TWIG, so it's
enourh tO make the resder look twice. However, once you get behind the
cover the resembléance ceases. Unlike the first couple of lssues, this
one has absolutely nothing that's elther gond enourh or bad enough to
comment on., The editor should elther get better contributors or wrifte
more of his own materilal. RatiNge sese ot

NONCONN # (Alan N. Roatman, 2422 Barnard St., Saginaw, Michigan - 1rreg-
ular — 20¢) Art Racp's article on fannish minds is resdsble, Deckinger's
fictlon ls so-go, thers 1s a very good letter column for a second lssue,
and & plee for materiagl. Thes edltor also has a list of books and maga-—
zines "each of which 1s less than half-way read” to show thet he has
11ttle spsrs time —- heck, Alan, when my stack of totally unrsad books
and marzezines gets that low I 7=t worrlied about catching up and having
nothing to do. My present stack incluces 3 hardcover books, 6 magazlnes,
and 45 paperbacks. You got it made, you have. Hatingi o )

VORPAL GLASS #1 (Keren Anderson, % Las Palomas, Orinde, Callf. - 257
per lssue -- no trades - no schedule listed) Officlal publication of the
Golden fate Futurian Soclety. I think the majlor reason for getting thls
mag will be the regular column by Poul Anderson. This time he ranges
over automobiles, lltersry criticism and male supremacy, and sounds in-
tellizen® even whan you know ke's wrong, This should spark s pood let-
ter column, By contrast, Winston P, Sanders' "Theory And Practlce of
Chimaerology" 1s somewhat ponderous —— 2 bit like Willy Ley squared, The
material is interesting enough, but the presentation 1s stuffy. The ed-
itor and George Scithers collegborete cn a fantasy story which culminates
in a remsrkably bsd pun, and Fritz Leiber has 2% pemes of blank verse
which may have had ell sorts of subtle overtones that I falled to get,
but which seemed meinly dull, I didn't like the Ray Nelson cartoon, elth-
er, but I still think this is one of the more promising new fanzines.
YWorth sampling. , Rating......6

WRR #7 (Blotto Otto Pfeiffer, 2911 T. 60th., Seattle 5, Washlngton -
irregular - free for comment) A&lso known in some circles as CRY, Jr. The|
boys ere 1n their usual stete of confusion; the edltorial describes the
cover by Ric Wes%, which would be fine except that the cover is by L.
farcone, Verda Murrell comes up with 10 most wented lnventions, and Mike
Decklnger (is he in all the rooms?) replies with 10 least wanted lnven-
tions, Verda's I liked; Mlke reached a bit fer for most of his, I think,
Blo Trinble cxposes Wally Weber, Weber retalistes feebly, and there 1is
the usual assortment of crazy letters from crazy people. Rich Brown even
wents to turn the letter column into a PLANET-type letter column (he
should worry asbout the havoc he wreaks; he's leaving fandom anyway., )
Recommended to fans who en)oy wacky type humor, Hating.eled s 5
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¥ALEIDOSCOPE (Jack Chalker, 5111 Liberty Helghts, PBaltimore 7, Maryland
- irrecular — 20¢) In his editoriasl and in the lettercolumn of AMAZING,
the edlitcr states hls bellief thet fletien should be published in fan-
zires in order for promising new sguthors to develop; to zive & ciance tn
the emateur writer. The two pleces of fiction in this issue are by H.P.
Lovecraft and Howard St. John (which the editor agssures ug 1ls a pseudo-
nrm ¢f "a writer who has sold professionally")., Oh well, we all have
days like that. The Lovecraft 1ls 2 minor nlece, but valugble te thnse
Lovecraft fenciers vwho don't own a copy of "Feyond The Wall of Sleep'.
T heve no guarrel with 1ts publication, though I wish the editor hed
been a bit more careful about spelling and includlne all the words of
the criginel; I den't think Lovecraft et his worst would heve been cap-
able of writing "...decendéd’from the pibbous intc the lake...". The
St. John story, "Conspiracy Out Of Dorwlch" Is Imitatlon Lovecraft, com-
pliceted by mangled English arnd a truly awe-lnsolring number of mls-
spelled and omltted words, (The flrst peracrspn, 5 lines leng, contains
7 errors in spelling, grammar and sentence structure.) The author ob-
viously regquires csreful editing In order for hls storles to have
their full lrpact; instead, his own errors have been left intact and
literally dozens of others have been sdded. The results are so dlistract-
1ng that I never did marages to pay any attentlon to what the story was
about. Lcts of fanzines have good editors but lack material; KALEIDO-
8COPE hes good material but appears to reed an editor, Ratlng.....2

The fanzine plle seems &8 salgh as evér and I'm running out of .
patience (never ocne of my strons points.} A number of zines will get a
mentlon and a rating; locx for the others in XZRO or the next issue of
YANDRO, Maybe I'1ll cet scme letters of comment done on these.

KZEPING POSTED {A4lan Burns, Goldspink House, “oldspirk Lane, Newcastle-
upon-Tyne 2, Englend) A substitute for NORTHLIGHT; letters & reviews,

SF-KYT? #15 (Sam Lundwsll, Box LC%, Higersten Y4, Stockholm, Sweden - bi-
monthly — 10¢) Present issuve 1s Znglish-Swedish; future issues will be
Encllsh, German % Spanish, with & separate Swedish edition., Rsting...#

BUG EYE #5 (Helmut Klemm, Utfort/Zick, (22a) Xrs. Moers, Uhlandstrasse
16, Germany - bi-monthly? - free for coament) English and German - about
half and hkalf, this time. Rating...4

MONDAY EVENING GHGST #8 (30b Jennings, 3819 Chambers Dr., Nashville 11,
Ternessee - six-weekly, 15¢) Ssrious-type. Rating...b

SCOTTISHE #22 (Ethel Lindsay, Courage House, 6 Langley Ave., Surblton,
Surrey, Englend - guarterly — free?) Smell but good Rating...6

T3 SPINAE #4 (Ken Cheslin, 18 New Farm R3, Stourbridge, Worcs.,England
~ USAgent, Dor Durverd, A03% Garth Ave., Los Angeles K6, Calif., - quart-

erly ~ 15¢) Fa-a-anish. Rating...5
THUD % BLUNDER #2,3 and 4 {Paul Skingleton, Jr., 320 25th, St., Dunber,
Jest Virginia - irregular — 3 for 35¢) Minlature mag. Reting...2

FSI-PHI #7 {(Rob Lichtman, 6137 So. Croft Ave., Los Angeles K6, Calif -
irregular ~ this ish 10¢, .cthere 25¢) Fannish Rating...6
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FANAC #8& (Terry & Mirlam Carr, 1818 firove St., Zerxeley 9, Callf -

semi~monthly ~ five for 50¢) The newspaper of fandom. RALANE ene! iy
S1-FaN #3 (Jerry Page, 19% Battery P1, NE, Atlanta 7, Ceorgia — bi- ‘
monthly — 20¢) General type. Rating....5

VERT #2 (Ivor Mayne, 33 Chadworth House, Amwell Court, Green Lanes, Lon}
don, N.Y4% EBngland - irreguler — for trade & comment?) Pating...H% |
RETRIBUTION #16 (John Berry, 31 Campbell Fari Ave., 3elmont, Pelfast u,!
Northern Irsland - irregular — for comment?) Unique. Rating...9 |
TAN-TOME #1 (William Leslie Sample -- William? ci well... —— 2735 Wil

linghem Drive, Columbia, So. Cerolina - lrregular — 2 for 15¢) Sort of
emall, but 1t's a start, Contributlons requested.

ESOTERIQUE #3 (Bruce Henstell and scolyte, &15 Tigertall R4,, Los Angel-
es 49, Calif. - bi-monthly? - 10¢) lessy, but lmproving. Rating...%

POLHODE #3 (Edmund Meskys, 7238 MUEth, St., Brooklyn 20, N.Y. - lrregu-
lar — sample on request) General; mostly serlious. Rating...E%

INTROSPECTION #2 (Mike Domina, 110Ul So, Tripp Ave., Oak Lawn, Illinois
— irregular -~ 15¢) kot bad, not outstanding. Rating..3%

BEUNYIP #2 (John M, Raxter, Esa., 22 fordon Rd., Bowral, M.S5.W., Austra-
lia — approx. bi-monthly - 15¢) Variety. Rating...b

CRY OF THE WILD MOOST #° (Don Anderson, 181 Shedy Creek Rd., Rochester
23, N.Y, - free to N'APA menmbers and maybe for trades and comment - no
schedule) Short malline comments: mostly the mag 1s equelly interestingZ
to members and non-members, Rating...B

VOID #22, parts 2 and 3, GAMBIT 37 and %9 —- I must have got 38, but

it tsn't in this pile (Ted White, 107 Chris%opher St., New lork li, and
various co-editors ~ hiehly irrezuler — VOID, 25¢ each, GAMEIT comes &8
a startling free borus, more or less) Fendom, Jazz, and like that. “ven
stf gets mentioned. Fating....0

5

SCIENCE-FICTION TIMES #3749, 350, %51 (Sclence-Fictlon Timss, Inc,, F.0.
Box 115, Solvay Branch, Syracuse 9, N.Y, - irreguler - 10¢; £11 the neus
of the pro world - a bit skimpy righkt now, but..... Rating..,nul

JOURMAL OF THE INTEFPLANETARY EXSLORATION SOCIETY #1 (Tnterplanetary Ex-
ploration Society, 27 ¥Wall St., New York 5, N.Y. —- quarterly, thecy seay
—— $1,25) I'11 do @ thorough revigw of thls in XERO, but I wentcd %0
mention 1t here for egny non-receivers of XZRO who are interested enough i
in speculative scierce to pay for it. Special Intersst |
|
t

Noted 3But Not Reviewed: SONOMA #3, UL # (Norm Metcalf), DVNATON NEWS-
LETTER (Roy Tackett), SPTLEC2IHM #9 (Bruce Pelz), HAVERINAS #2 (Ethel '
Lindsay), VIS (Earl Kemp), VIFER (B11l Ponaho), and various itens like }
the Watts high schcol bulletin and a catelog of flghing lures {I'm stilly
wondering why anyone would think that I'd trade YANDRO for a catelog of
fishing lures —- I don't even like fishing). This leaves & titles for
the columns I have to do for Lupoff, plus whet cones in next week.




CRUNMBLINGS *

Due to the number of comments on two items last issue, the letter
coluin this tlme wlll be divicded iInto 3 sectlons; one cdevoted to com-
ments on Deckinger's story, the second to comments on Rev, Moorhead's
letter, and the third to comments in general.

|

ROG EBERT - In all honesty I must say thet Mike Deckinger's “Razvelation®
was disgugting, profane snd testeless. I'm familiar wlth the YANDRQ P01~
lcy that goes roughly: "After all, it's our fznzine and if you don‘t
like it you don't have to read it." I don't dlsagree with your policy,
tut I seriously guestion the advisabillty of runnine the story, never-
theless, It was well written -- Decklneer has improved his style and
trestment greatly in the past year -- but the writine was no excuse for
the repulslive subject metter, Fleasse don’t think me a prude; I'd rather
be called most anything than that, But, cn the other hand, don't think
me s0 lnsensitive to baslc gond teste thet I c¢ould stomach sucir a dis-
play of disregsrd for basic decency. It made YANDRO #9% guite a "Christ-
mas" issue,

If the last psregraph readés rather incoherently, tske it os an sccur-
ete refelction of my disappointment at finding the story in my favorite
fenzine, one that I have been rezding for four years with a greet deal
of enjoyment. I reallze Deckinzer has en gxe to grind concerning rellg-
ion, and especlally the Catholic (or perhsps even Christian) persuasion,
The fillers and some of the esrticles -- nntably "Where Was GOd?" = in
HOCUS indicate thet very cleerly, Certainly, I would not limit his
right to express him opinlons in eny nanner which he mieht choose. But,
ageln, I question very sobhzrly your wisdom in running the story in
YANDRO, As you hsve pointed out on seversl cceasions, a large pert of
your fanzine's readins sudience is composed of neofen, One of vour big
areuments against excetsive faanishness hes always been the convincing
one that there should be a regular, »ezdily available and easily com-
prehended Tanzine for neos. “While YANDRO, of course, is reezd by most
fen, I think ycur argument kolds true. And I doubt whether I, as a neo-
fan of 12 or 13 (I was 15, as a matter of fact, when I first saw YANDRO)
would ever want to see snother tssue or participate too fully in a fen-
dom wnich featured materisl like this,

JOHLNY HOLLEMAN -~ After reading Deckinger's "Revelation" in the latest
issue, I have declided that you needn't bother to send the magazine to
me ghy longer,

REV, C. M, MOORHZILD - The story was well writien but I take offense to
1ts contents., I thlnk 1t demonstrates poor taste and is certainly 111
timed, Mlke, are you Jewish? If you are I can understand this attitude.
If you are, why didn't you go all the wgy in your story? To the Ortho-
dox Jew, Christ is not only a bastard, but was born of a whore, While
you are dragring the Christmas story in the mire and muck of depravity,
why not tske 1%t sll the way? Why draw back?

I'm glad, Mike, thet you and those who think like you do, sre in the
minority. I find it hard to belleve that everyorne who bellieves ths
Christmas story is so easily duped, Therefore, your bit of fiction is
particularly offensive 0 me at this time of the year, with gll the
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beautiful carols, Handel's "Hesslah" and the general spirlt of wocd '
everywhere, and, if your story were true, all of 1%t wested upon a coa-
mon Y“whore-son'! :

LENNY KAYE - YReveletion" by Deckincer (mirhod does he write!) was with-,
out doubt the best in the issue. It was really terrific,

oETTY KUJAYWA - You get many objections to the Deckinger Netivity Tale?
Don't expect one from me - cept for the objectlon to the general wrlting:
~— style end that end of 1t -- thzt first part hlt me zs belng about as |
cephomorlc a plece of gttempted writin~ ss I've seen in many a moon —-
not only the first part, now that I glance through 1t. I cuess I don't
dig ¥lke's style —-— or attempted style —— but that's just one gel's im-
pression, aint 1t now?

PHIL HARRELL -- I'm not a Crusader, in fact 1 thlnk they are very uncom—
fortatle people to be around, wiich is why I've kept my silence up un-
t1l now, BUT this is just TOO much against my grein from people I ex-
pected more of especlelly here at Christmas., I AM s Christian you know,
and when I see something like Mike Deckinger's blesphemous plece of fic-
tion it makes me burn. &4nd to gze 1t printed in one of the fanzines I
think most highly of 1s indeed a crusl blow, I've watched in slilence &0
far ss Mlke printed all sorts of igolsted trash ebout God 4ldn't do this
or One of His servants did this. But I hkaven't said enything, mainly be-~
cause if I said something gbout EVEIYTHING that Mike ssid gbout Christ-
ianity I would soon turn into the Crusader that I don't want to be, but
thla 1s just too much. The straw thst brcke the Camei's bgck. To take
somethlre as beautiful as the Christmzs story and turn 1t into something
dirty under the thinly disgulsed vell of fiction is I think a little be-
low your dignity, and tc compound the felony by printing it here a week
before Christmas makes it even worse.

You're saying by letting such a thing be printed, whether you know 1t
or not, that Jesus 1s the i1lloritimate son of a becging tramp. Now
really Bob % Juenlta do you think that's the sort of thing to do here at
Christmas or even &t any time of the year? I've tried to overlook what
Mike has said before, but as much es I think of him, end you, I can not
let it pass in my usual silence.

ZEDD BOGGS8 - Deckinser's story was amusing, but not well enough done to
rate much enthusiasm, I didn't think 1t wes very logical that the woman
would refuse to have her husband "touch" her; 1t seemed to me that she'd
want him to "touch" her as soon ss possible, Felgning virginity le (they,
tell me) very easy, end the gestation period uncertain enoush so0 thet !
the husband could heve been fooled without telling such a whopplng lie.

HERB BEACH - In subject matter, this story is g thinly dlsgulsed insult
to the Christlan faith, The 1des behind 1t 1s certalnly not a new une

#s 1t has been brought up many ¢times in enti-Christian literature., I
like to think of myself ss open-minded and tolerant and I enjoy rsading
i%ems which are "prejudiced for somethlng" even though they may differ
rrom my own views, Unfortunately, this item goes into the "prejudiced
against something" category and, for me, thls destroys whatever other
volue it mey have pcssessed, Fealing the fenzine reviews, I see that
Mike is a reguler contributor to many of these, and well he is; as he
exhlblts good writing ebility, However, the subject matter in this story
was not in good tvaste, and certainly not one to be presented ss a Chrlstﬁ
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mas story,

VIC RYAN — I could nitpick a little et Deckinger's fiction, but 1t+d gl
seem rether petty —- sctually,. I think "Revelation" micht indeed be the
best serious, short fiction I've ever read 1n a fenzlne, It's nicely
belznced, written ln 2 competent menner, end not only 1is the climax
clever, but beautifully timed end executed, I enjoyed it so much,

von't even castigate illke for spreadine his athelstlic views,

'DON FITCH ~ "Revelation® 1s g rether heavy-hended treetment of an old
Inon-Christian interpretation, marred (for me) by the modern ultra-
|realistic treatment; Deckineer could heve been a little more subtle, I
|personally don't see any reeson to shatter people's harmless little 11~
‘lusions, though I doubt thet this will do so (wasn't 1t a noted Angli-
can churchman who sazid "If you cen swallow the Immaculste Conception
vou can swallow anything®?) end will serve only to infuriate your more
orthodox reeders,

MIKE McINERNEY — Your zihe should not be called YANDRO, It should be
called PARADCX for it certsinly 1s a —aradox how you can print so much
fine material end how vou c¢rn ~et 2ll the best art and then print e
"thine" like thet mess written by Declkinger. We certainly has a right
to hold his own religious beliefs end there 1s nothing wrong with him
trylne to spreed his irreligious bellefs or theorles elther, but when
he writes a story such 28 this one just to ridicule and slsnder sasnother
personts falth then he gets me mad end the pedple who print it are just
as responsible ss the one who wrote i1t, Whet 1s the matter with you
people enywey? That story did not have any literary value at gll, Even
before I got to the end where Deckinger reveals jJust how bad off he ls,
T knew that it was very poorly written and 1f 1t wasn't for thet shock
endlng I would ignore it ss not even worth mentionlng.

203 JEIPNINGS -~ Mike's fictlon wes somewhat interesting, Of course the
Ugurprise® ending wes pretty evident from the first few paragraphs, but
istlll, it wes mildly entertalning.
\ 2 /AReply: Redd Boggs neestly nicked
; out the major literary flaw in
$ the story, and it's a falrsized

¢ i flaw, However, I think the story
:?L~\\E? was at least up to fanzine stand-
;45\ arde in quallity, and probably bet-
Gl ter than average. Ebert's morel
- - criticisms were the ones I cared

enouch about to answer personally.
et For the rest of you, 1'11l summar-
N j/’ W,LV ize, 1. T do not completely share
CREL /| 4 Mike's views of Christisnity. 2.
/// I don't belleve in censcrship,
L3 which incluvdes rejecting other-
D wise gond meterlsgl because one
F does not agree with the subject
3 matter, 3, YANDRO 1s read by neo-
fens, but it is for fringe-fans,
T if Lt's for any group., I don't
A&fy want to discourege any asplring




juvenlle fans, but the fact is that
religlon 1s ettecked culte often in
fandom and 4 belleve in giving child-
ren the facts, I have no compunctions
ebout vublishing this sort of thlng
es fer as adult reacership is con-~
cerned; they aren't regulred to llke
it but 1f they become active fans
they will be recgulred to live wlth
violent attecks on sny and all of
thelr bellefs. ¥y only ap2losy

would be to a teen-gger whose per-
ents read the story and objected to
kis remaining In fandom; go far I
haven't hesrd of any. RSC/

SETH JOWKSON - Wgs most interested
ty letter by licorhead 1in current
VANDRC on sex crimingls. Cnly wish I
hzd gsome of the artlicles that appeer-
ed in old New York psper F.M. on thils
subject. Were written by Albert
Deutsch on our mshtel hospitels and
methods of handllng emotlonslly dls-
turbed people, And one of the things
that remalns in my mind vividly ss

if I had read 1t yesterday was the
statement thet most sex'cffenders, es- |
peclally child molesters, didn't eet l
that way overnight, but usuelly had a long history of publlic exposure,
especlally hefore children,of sex orgens,and most had been et some time
or other self-commltted to a mental hnspitel for cure,

Ard these seme hospitals turned them loose uncured, ot bescause cure
wes lmpossible to our modern sclence, but becruse thelr beds were needed
for coses far worse then they were, and thus they were turned loose to
pet worse until some c¢nild or young women hed to nay for the neglligence
of soclety with their lives,

Sex crime could be nipped 1n the bud simply by adeguate psychlstric
trestment before the pstient ever got thet far. It could be stopped now
1f soclaty was willine t7 snend the money to treat end really cure and
restore these pecple es useful members of soclety, If the Rev, Moorheed
wants to really stop sex crime he might do far worese than to start sys-
tematic orgenlzetions 1nbhying for better end blecer mentel hospltels
and to etaff them with sufficient psychlatrists and tralned workers 1o
cure lnstead of merely maXing them human filing cebinets to lkeep these
unfortunstes out of sight and mind of the public.

7

EARTIN HELGESEN — Tn general T azree with Rev. Moorheed's letter. T'd
rether reserve detailed comment until I see whet others have to sey. I
remember resding something once to the effect that New York has a law,
permitting judeges to give certaln sex offenders en indeterminate sen-
tence, to end when the offender is certified "cured" by psychlatrists,
Trouble 1s thct many Judges prefer to give short deflnlte sentences
because a Lack of funds e2nd fecilities meke such an indeterminate sen-
terce alnost the equivslent of s life sentence,
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[DOW PITCH -~ Rev. lMoorhead shows a considersble unfamlliarity with the
facts of physioloey end psychology when he suggests castration of sex
offenders; I am afrald the cholce lies between imprisonment snd execu-
tion. Since imprisonment is an expensive metter and an excessive burden
en the taxpayers, the best solution would be immediate hanglng {this
belhz the least expensive form of execution; the rope can be used for
something else afterwards). I hsve no statistics on the number of known
sex offenders, or of repeaters, but I would suggest to Dr, Monrhesd
that the executlon or imprisonment of one offender who would not repeat
such a crime 1s just as inhumane as the imprisonment or execution of
eny other innocent person., Thare is an anclent legal axlom to the effect
that 1t is better for ten gullty men to go free than for one innocent
man to be punished, Certalnly there is an injustice in a legal system
vhich imprisons for 1h years a man who embezzles $20,000 and frees‘ ot
ter 3 or % years, one who has tsaken a human life, but Dr. Moorhead's
sclutlon, 2s proposed here, secems to be ecually unjust, I think he is
very nearly right in saying thst the whole blame lies with the people,
but I suggest that this is because it 1s the people who create the cul-
ture which produces the bulk of there offenders,

ROY TACKETT — Undoubtedly you will recelve much mail bemoaning Rev.
Moorhead's inhuman and reactionary attitude 1n the matter of sex offen-
ders. I can hear the "humanlste" crylng now that these are poor, mis-—
understood types who need the services of a trick-cyclist. Better they
should have the services of an executloner.

BETTY KUJAWA ~ Thie remark about sex offenders and that they should be
castrated....shades of the Dark Ages!!! By now I'm sure most of us know
that castration certalnly wouldn't stop certain deviates for a mlnute,
Anyone recalling the Faulkner book "Sanctuary" remembers "Pop-eye" the
dovlate and lmpotent one that got the Jjob done with a corn cob??

This was chatted about just the other night on a radlo show -— the
Lee Vogel show, Some irate 111 ol gal phoned in with that castration
golution and Lee politely and delicately tried to explaln that to do
the job the HEAD no%t the sexual organs would have to be cut off,

And that is the point I am so muddily alming to tell Rev. lloorhead —-
it's not a case of glands (except 1n such rare instances that it would
hardly be right or praciicel to mutilate every offender) but a case of
mental sberration —— znd that even if the male equipment was removed
the man would still go on with unspeckable acts using a substitute im-
plement. I'm qulte surprised the Rev. doesn't know that most use a sub-
stitute to begln with,

MARION ZIMMER BRADLEY — I don't doubt that the man is sincere. I don't
doubt thet he equates the legal concept of "sexual crime" with actual
sex crime, and sincerely feels that if everyone who violated our exist-
i1ng sex laws were castrated or shut up, sex crime would cease to exlist,

Know what? Mr. Moorhead, it would probebly TRIPLE —- and the murders
consequent on 1t would probably Increase, slnce the penalty, growling
more fearful, would make the pervert withn even a scrap of sanlty re-
solve not to leave his victim alive to identify him, I, personally,
would prefer to be a living victim of a raplst than a dead one. Frobably
Mr. Moorhead regards this, too, &e a perversion; the early Christians,
with whom I believe he is in sympathy, belleved that a truly virtuous
woman would willingly dle in the defense of her chastity; therefore I,
by this stztement, have incurred the death penalty by Mr. Moorhead's




standards,

I wish to draw the worthy Reverend's attentlon to the lerge boly of
literature on sexual perverslon and crime.

There are a great many people in this country who sincerely and hon-
estly believe that sex crimekrises from sexual freedom; that the rapist|
s also the seducer, adulterer esnd fornicator; that the little boy who
1ifts a girl's skirts and is not immediately beaten senseless will grow
up to become a monster lying in wailt in dark elleys for helpliess little
girls; that the little girl who runs gbout unpunished in her petticoat
instead of being covered from neck to knses wiil become a nymphomanic
prostitute; that the teen-age boy who peers at nude photographs will
becomne a conscienceless revisher of the lnnocent.

It simply 1sn't so. Let's look at the facts, ma'am and sir:

The typical sex pervert is the one who was reared to belleve that
sex was nasty and unspeskable. He usually has a "good Chrlstian mother";
one and all, sex perverts when examined tell the tale of having little
or nc reliable information about sex. The very word pervert refers 1o
a person in whom the normal sex drive has been perverted —— altered —
driven 1nto other channsle becsuse normel outlets have become lmpossible
for him., Usually his sex drives have bzen rammed down 1into his uncon-
scious; believing that "normal" sex is somenow wrong, and yet fesling
the human drives and compulsions as much or more then any other perscn,
he must relieve the tension somehow -- and this drives him to seek sat-
jsefactlon in wsays which dc not contrict with the rammed-1n inhlbitlions
of his childhcod,

William Heirens, the noborlous sex pervert and crimingl, was glven
extensive psychlatric examlnation and 1t was found that hls many brutal
murders were sexual, and a result of a tension mechanlsm like this.
Under sodium pentothal it came out that from his childhood training
(and the newspepers were puzzled beczuse he had "oeood parents who knew
right from wrong') he honestly, unconscliously believed thet murder was
not so muck of a crime as sexual intercourse,

The rapist never, or hardly ever, has a history of freely consorting,
extrameritally, with a varlety of fasclnating women. (I em not spesaklng
of the more or less "accidsntal' raplst who, aftsr having been teased,
exclted and trested to seductive displays by hls steady girl-friend for
three months, one night discovers himself unable to stop short gt the
arbitrary line she draws and finds himself charged with statutory rape.)
T am speaking here of the man who lies 1n welt for strange women, as—
gpults and half kills them; or prowls into thelr dark housesg to take
them by surprise in bed. This rapist 1s the man who has been taught
that it is wrong to seek openly to satisfy hls sexual hungers with con-
senting women, In fact, 1f you were to ask him why he didn't ask some
willing orostitute, doubtless he would flare up and tell you he wasn't
THAT kind of men; to him, a woman who wculd consent to sex ls a contam-
ination too terrible for hlm to face; yet the hungers of his body re-
maln, driving him to crime.

The verious Other sexual perverts show similar historiss. The man
who strips toddlers 1s acting out a pattern of behaviour which, with
undersetanding parents, end a logical program of sex education, he would
have outgrown by age flve....he is the man whose ngtural curiosity
about the bodies of his playmates was punisiaed with such severity that
1t was driven back and repressed -- to come out, abnormally, when he
reaches an age of extreme sexual tension,

No, Mr, Moorhead, Before you start infllicting the death penalty for
such things, and enforcing severe punitlve laws, you must first make
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sure that no one will incur those laws. The man who will be deterrsd
from a murder by the thought of ths death penalty is the men who can

eason cesuse and effect; the rational man. Chances are he will not com-
mit a murder ahyway, except for c¢old financial gein. Most sex-pervers
typee are incapabig of this sort of cause sncd effect reasoning,

As for severe penaitles for "ell known sex deviants" 1t is a ques~
tion of where to drew the line. Doubtless There 1s g large segment or
the populaticn which would willingly arrest sveryone who hkad ahy form
of sezual contaet other than heterosexual coitus after the secrament
of marriage, and & few crackpois are still capable of arresiing their
spouses for an unorthedox caress, With the halr rlsing on my forehead,
I heard Of an excellent “Christiun" orphenage where hoys were severely
bezten for nocturnsl emissions, (Nusturbgtion of course, was almost
a hanging cffense in such a place.)

Javing demnollshad , I hope, Mr, Moorhead's theory about how to stop
sex Cﬁimes I offer the Tfoliowing alternate ¢selection:

Complete, compulsory 1niorﬂauion 11 all schoole zbout the reproduct-~
ive system of male and female, cond ed in mixed classes so that the
sexes will not feel there 1is anvthlnq tsecret” or "mysterious" gbout
this information. Obviously, stardsrés of sexual behaviour cannot be
taught in schools at present; the parents gnd churches will have to
continue lmposing their stendards on the helpless children, But at
least this would ellminate misinformation, or total LACK of true infor-
mation,

A4 more permissive attitude toward nudity in mixed company, at least
among young c.alldren. This would wholly eliminate one class of perver-
sion,

A total, sweeplng change in our sex laws, so that no man's private
behavior should be of interest to the pol ice unless 1t involved child-
ren, or the use of force or violence. This would take a loed off the
overburdened police, who now use up a sizable part of their wvaluable
time, waen they could be preventing crime, in "vice squad" activities,
in the deliberate entrapment of prostituubs and homosexuals, end in
protecting harmless adults from blackmail.

A parm;sulv attitude toward harmless sex contscts in children ard
sdolescents....wailch would not necesserily meen lmmorslity: 1t would
simply mean that minor normel curious tehavior would not be treated
85 a traumatlc offencse, on & level with mayhem.

And -— my personal viewpolnt -~ compulsory prison sentencas or deat!.
sentences for any mother found traumatizing her child by punishing mes--
turbation by thrests of castiration, threatenlng pre-teenage deughters
with pregnancy from harmless kisses, and 1n general creating psychosis
by 1lrratiocnel fsars end threats, This would also apply to fathers, min-
1sters end teachers, I 2lso bel;ev~ that the revivalist ministers who
vigsibly nave crgasms while shouting Fallelujah in the pulpit should be
locked up as gn offense to the public decchey...and preferably glven
peychotierapy whlich would permit them to find sexual satisfaction else-
where than in churcia.

Obviouely, chilidren have to be protected. Lone women should be able
to wglk down Qark streets wlthout fear of brutzl attacks, But severer
venaltiee will not ameliorste the crime, Only prevention and public
gcucation can do that.

/I think maybe we'd better start with come of Seth's extra psychiatrist:

though; we have a large percentsge of the present generation to get
straightened out before we can 4o much with the next one. RSC/

S
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Looking thru the letters, I notice thet Ed Corman's article drew
about as much comment as Deckinger snd Moorhead but I'm tired of &pec-
ial sectlons so Ed will have to ret slong wlthout the added egoboo.

|
l
SID COLEZMAN, Norman Bridge Lab, Cal Tech, Pasadena, Cslif — Ebert's 1
story was good. What has hgppensd to your fiction standards?

About the most intsresting item in the lssue was Bob Briney's let- |
ter. I have never falled to e interested 1ln his conversatlon and wrli-
ing on 2imost any subject,

/1 don't mind you and Eob patting each other on the back, 5id, but I |
wish you'd qult using oF postcerds to do it; I had to pay postage due !
on that thing., R&SC/ l

MARTIN HEL3ESEN, 11 Lawrence Ave., 'lalverne, New York - YANDRO arrived
today with a resular {(undated) Wabash postmark snd with a rubber stamp
resding YPASSED FREE U,S, CUSTOMS AT DETROIT MICH., DEC 18 19250"
Howcum?

I'm not exactly sure why, but I dug Ebert's story.

When you sald CRY was worth a. quarter did you mean a quarter of g
bread thief?

What 1s Don Thomnson so upset about? Didn't he ever hear of the Fow-
er of Fosltive Finking?
/I knew the rest of the country didn't think much of Indiena, but thls
1s going too far! Customs, indeed! I'm azalnst guartering bread thieves,
at least on my propsrty. Let them sleep somewhere else. RSC/

SATA BILL PEARSON, c/o Larry Ivie, &pt. 5, 31 W. 76th. St., New York
City - As far as that kat in your lettercolumn who vas telling about
the plpple in hie office, I'11 bet I've got him at least tled,

We've ot one 0ld guy {(he retires next year) who plays the cello
{and occasionally takes a turn on the bull f£iddle, I've heard) and al-
g0 writes music, When you least expect it, this fellow will shuffle up
to your desk and hum &n ertire symphony. Bven 1f he's lilgnored or push-
ed away he manages to get in a chorue or two, Then we have 2 drunks,
One of whom goes into en advanced state of the DI's &t least once =&
day end is forced to teke lonz walks up a2nd down the alsles. Then
there's Vince, who slts next %o me, who counts the times the guy walks
by out loud and with the proper finger extended in the alr.

Then we have en old guy (must be at least 10&) who's never told any-
body how old he is s0 can't be retired, The rumor is his wife dlied six
yezrs ago and he's now living with a young mistress. Then we've got
3 teenage messenger gilrls who completely run the office, Cne looks 1lke
Laurel, one looks like Hardy, and one 1loke like a Jack Cole speclal,
They play rock and roll and gilegle all day long. They're really loud;
completely Arown out my little porteble,

And I'm not even goine to mention our ell drum bend {about a half
dozen jazzed.-up paste-up men who beat in fantastic rhythm on wsste—
bzskets and glue jars -- led by o grey-halred hepcat who I just know
cavorts as a beat in his off hours.) Or our erotic photogrephy dept.
{The girl's can 1s thru this dimly 1:it set of rooms and any gal what
takes tials route 1is taklng her in her hands......

LENNY XAYE, 41# Hcbart BRd., Sutton Terrace, No. Brunswick, New Jersey ~
I hope to publich a fanzine C2ELISX gnd I need materiagl., anything, es—
ppeclally art wiil be welcomed. /Send him your next anti-Christien dla-
tribe, llke; I'm not sure our reeders could teke snother one. RSC/
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| JoE HINSLEY, UOL E. Main St., Msdlson, Ind. - I cen't recall who wrote
seme in the current YANDRO, 2s such i1s not with me now, but I agree
thet Brown's "Lichts In The Sky Are Stars" is literature. It's my oree
in boox. If I find en intellirent reader who gags when I mention scien:
fiction I dare him to read the book end loen my copy. Most of them cerme
beck for more,

VIC RVAN, 2150 Sylvan Rd., Springfield, Ill. -~ Ed Gormen's article ls
sound, end, in »ddiltinn, offers en explenstlon as to why he so enjoys
Bradbury; hell, 1f r11 I wes loo%ing for wes somethine » littls differ-
ent in the way of s plot, I'd write my own book, without bothering for
coherency or any litersry value -- but, by damn, my opus would have a
jaifferent plot! (Incidentally, I apree more with Ed's choosing of Bllsh
26 our Messiah thsn your piclkine Sturgeon.)

HERB BEACH, 7315 ZTgst Common 8%., %Waterville, liinn. - I enjoyed Rog
Ebert's 1little fantasy, end I'm happy to know at long last "Where The
Yellow Went", My feelings on the thouchts expressed in Ed Gorman's art-
l1cle parsllel yours to a certain extent. My regquirement of sclence fic-
tion or of any other form of reading thet I do for entertainment is simp-
ly the last, Is the enjoyment of reesding there; and, if it 1s, I am
pleesed with my purchase and what more matters? The only reescon I read
more sf and fantzsy than other forms of filctlion is thet I find more en-
Joyment there in 2 hlsher percentage compared to other types, In short,
I am probesbly a typical sf recder, and have been for 17 years, True, af-
ter that length of time, the =ond yarns seem to be fewer and further be~
tween, but I think thet I enjoy those few much more than when I wes
first starting out.

FHIL HARRELL, 2A3%2 Vincent Ave,, Norfolk 9, Va, — Now "The Drip Next
Door" was fiction after my own heert, cen't recell when I've cotten suck
a chuckle at the wey s story ended,

e . ﬁﬂ@[a«i mekes you wonder tho 1f M, EHavlesheck
5 ﬁﬂi&?ﬁ%{'ﬂ” was eble to mgke a "“three inch sphere

d N SV
QSZX(Eiﬁyf “Ej of glowing yellow material haoneing
/}//455'/7/ 187 +20 without support in the middle of the
CE S A (s 4&; room" thet emitted squeare drops that
A /(f) 7 { ”‘. {) CIAS § 1 %
v \\&i/yyﬂ/ﬁ "WW‘S?un“' snlished, couldn't he also get it
L ii%iﬂ' LI back? Without heving to go in the oth
— 1 5, er room, I mean.

B maE ol YRR
ﬂgﬁff;ﬁR?N\;:j@ z‘ngﬂw) /Fhil also likes Rradbury end feels

i i} thet hls edition of "Dark Carnival'
“é,;~¢@?\‘mr : lSAL. w1l be worth more in the future thern
@‘gﬁgzngé A E:ZDE)\\ Gormen's copy of "The Lights 1n The
"\%ggxéijzz :ﬁi_://-/ % Sty Are Stars". Well, T'll go along

o —— =7/l @  with that, It'll be worth more --

| g$: whether literery critics will consid-

. _ 7 :,/ ‘/7—‘9' er it a better book or not is debat-
ST A AT T ﬂ/) gble (but hardly worthwhile, since
i&w; W S S Je 3“@%2¢7,gﬁig*.probsbly the critics will isnore both
e VNG : e “— books and we'll never find out which
they'd pick,) RSC/

g7z Blased -~ Having two orifices for el-
e imingtion of ®olid wastes...Ran Scolt




R0 ERIRT, U410 Z. Weshinpton, "'rbena,
T1l. - I thought Z4 "ornan's erticle
wes certeinly impressive. His thesis
may be esrcusble, dbut the writing end
documentation is very sound, The on-
lv noint et which I violently dis- filvals
epree with Ed is, I suppose, 2 min- e
or cne, I hold the ceonvietlon thet 7\\
gond dlalog would very nossibly makeQ\
e etory into serious fiction, and
offer g8 evicence much of the work
of Salinger gnd Herbert Gold., Admlt-
ted, thelr novels can not be expected
to survive on dislog slone, altho they
contaln guoite & blt else, too. 3But
several of thelr short storles —--
Gold's "The Heart of the Artichoke'
in particular —- mey just make the
grede on that criterls slone.

Lin Carter!s contribution was
lightly ard amusingly erest. T doubt
rather seriously that it wes trens-
lated from the Chinese, however,

Don Thompson is rlcsht when he
surmises thsat the baby alligator ln
my poem didn't drown, In fect, I dld
get the ldea for the thing in
GALAXY which I belleve ceme out last
sumner,

DON FITCH, 3908 ¥Frijo, Covina, Calif. -
Thert writes somewhat better nrose
fictlion then he does poetry (end I like
a few of his poems very much), sn meybe
fenzines will get some of this @ood fen
fictlon the editors sre slweys asking for

1n first lssues; provided ZIbert doesn't eo vro, which ls a dlstinct pos
sibility, Jjudging from "The Drip Next Door'.

The translation from Tu Fu by Lin Carter seems t0 be guite soody I
cen't say how accurate, since I haven't the "T'ang Shih Chi Shih" at
hsnd, but it certalnly captures the sura of a whole bgtch of his work
durlne the period cf lonely exile —- a sort of "slone, powerless, and |
afraid, in a world I never mede" mood which 1ls as sppropriate today as
it was durine the T'ang Dynasty, 1f not more s8o.

You'll probsbly get considaerable sgreement with your backlng of re«
teining the present voting system for the Hugo Awards: I'm not sure,
even, thet I 1like the idea of restricting it to fen who have pald thelr
#2 convention fee, though a2 good arsument could be made for this, ,
/Don algo offered e transcrintion of a LASIS tene on the guallities of
rood sclence fictlon; T thirk T neelected to mention this in my return |
letter, but 1f the Trimbles don't use it I'll be gled to see I1t. RSC/ I

BETTY FUJAWA, 2319 Cesroline, South Bend 14, Ind. - /end I forgot %o in-

clude in her comment to Monrhesd that she segys she checked her opinlons |
with two doctors, a2 psychlatrist end s psvchologist before wrliting in. |
Apolosies for not putting it in the proper plece./ - By the way, Juanite,;




A)

o)

your illos of the Coulson clen in thls 1ssue were most charming[ e
agree, I see, on thet Purex Special series on Americen Women -—- the les®
one on the bored house-wife h2d me in stitches -- I kept muttering about
fandom and fanac and like that. Pish on them bored wives.

And, Buck, I'm loudly with you on thls Hugo Awards gettling weylaid
into g deal where a panel decides for us -— nuts to thet!

5\

REDD BOGGS, 2209 Highland Place, N.E,, Minneapolis 21, Minn, - There's
some odd reascning in "Rumblings" (whieh of course is not at all unus-
val) snd obviously 1% was meant humorously to some extent, but I wili
take 1t sericusly. In the first plsce it is probabtly nnt true that fans
sre autometically "dead set against anything which caters to large num-
bers of pecple®. Fans have expended a lot of energy over the years in
selling science fiction to more people, &nd of course 1t is not the mere
fact that a thing sppeals to more people that makes i1t poor hut the facvy
that & mass audlience, t0 be held, must be catered to in the broadest
possible way and I think it is undeniable thet thls does cheapen a mag-
ezine or a pertformer, I don't know much about folk music but sven I can
t2ll the difference between the records Burl Ives was meking 12 or 15
years ago end the ones he made later, efter becoming 2 hit 1in movies

end on the stege. In the case of CRY, bien entendu, the leveling procese
could well becin on account of its Hueco triumph, but is not llkely to
whille the circulestion stays at Ya 1littie over 100", which 1s what they
claim it 1s now,

I don‘t quite understend your remsrk that you look with dlsfavor on
proposals to revigse the Hugo awards because "they are pald for by all
convention members' and you "like to have & volce in the dlsposlitlion of
(your) money." If the trophles were abandoned end replsced by suitebly
inscribed scrolls (costing 10¢ apiece), would you feel more sympathetic
toward making the Huzos mesn something more than they do now? Of course
I've never won such an award, but 1t seems to me that the actual physi-
cal awerd, the trophy, is the least Ilmportant pert of 1t and thet the
fact of the award is whet i1s importent. The prestige of the awerd does
not rest on the amount of money spent to cest a sulteble trophy but on
intsnglibles, not the lesst of which is the history of the swerd. If the
eward hes been glven to worthy competitors 1n the past, then it's golng
to mesn something; 1f not, it doesn't mean much no matter how pretty
the trophy looks on your bookcase. Of course, gs Don Thompson points oul
in the letter section, the!Hugo will never loom very large in the world
in any event, but I think that it could be made to mean more than 1%t
has 1n the past merely by figuring out s way to award it to the most
deserving pecple. So far it nmust barely escape being considered a joke
by most people, including winners, There must have been some swfully
cynical smiles on the faces of winners in the past, I'd llke to sse
these smiles erased in the futurs,

/Realism often seems odd to parfectionists. Whether it's 10¢ or $10, it
is st1ll my money, dammit. However, if you prefer I!1l1l reword it to say
that the Fugo is the award of the World Szience Fictlon Convention, and
£% is the prerogative of Convention members to decide who gets it, We'r.
giving the damned thing; 1f you don't like 1%, go give one of your own.
Revive the IFA; they certainly had lots of presiige —- of course, no-
body peld much attentlon to them, but they had prestige. As for the

past of the Hugos, I don't think 1t's all that bad. Maybe the best 1lters
in esch category di¢n't mske it every time -— or any time —- but are yor
coing t0 say thet you can tell, even now, what the best 1ltem in each
category was for a gliven year? I'd prefer to walt o few years, myself;
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judgling contemporary literature is lergely guesswork at best. Sure, may-
be @ panel of experts can pick better meverial, on the averaze. Haybe
they can even plek the best material., Sut the Hugos are the fan's
gwards, not the experts'. If fens neve bad tacte, thet's too bad, but
it juet could be that their taste isn't &s bad es you think; just 2 Pit
diffsrent, At any rate, if enyore wants to oive sultebly inscribad :
scrolls to material picksd by a board of experts in gddition to the Zu-
o0 gwards, I say 1t's a fine idea. Just don't try to dictete who shell
recaive tne awards of fardom, (Incidertally, this overly vehement dla-
tribe isn't directed solely at Redd; he unfortunstely happens to be tae
only propor.ent of chsenzing the awards who has stuck his neck out in
ths direction of the VANDRO lettercolumn. I den't really think he's an

evil old man who is planning to teke sll our toys egway from us —— but L
don't think ke's right, either.)RSC/

The fictlon by Rog Evert wes fun —- Evert seems to be one of the
moere telented of the younger Zers,

Td Cormen's erticle wae well done, for the most part -- ard lmprés-

sed me more tihan Mormsn's fanzines have, to date. I liked "The Lights
In The Sty Ave Stans®, too, but I don't think 1t went very fer toward
being "lastine litareture®. Tacre are all sorys of tones to pick with
Gorman; for example, his remerk thet the dislog in Moby Dick was "true
to the ezr", whatever thet mey mean. But the ornly one 1 want to congid-
er is the one where =4 says "criticism end critics" have to grow, or

to help sf grow —— i'm not sur- which. He says Denon Xnlpht Tusually
gripas baceuse he odviously f:rels thet it is the criticl's job to do on-
1y that". It crorgles me, es 1t did Boucher in the introducticn to B Tn
Search Of Wonder", to sce anybody say thet Knleht "wsually gripes", If
enything, Knizht was much tco leniernt, end since Jorman says sf isn't
os good as it should be, I should think thet Ed weuld went Demon to
gripe & lot more than he 4id.

I chuckled £t the pararzraph in Deckineger's letter where he telks
obout the Asrdverks..."s group of npture lovers whe stuffed end mounted
animals. . .Did vou See the ridiculous coonskin caps they were wearing?'

I victured 2z parallel paragrarh in THZ AASDVARK AMATEUR or whatever,
running somewhat like this: "From what I heard &t the hotel, the fasns
(I sew 1t sSpelled with two a's tco) were s group of pseudosclence sd-
dlcts who read Buck Ropers fiecti~n and pley with dowsing rods or some-
thine like that. Did you sce the ridiculous helicopter beanies they
wers wearing? It looked like a meetines of the Mickey Mouse set."

Tnees® taboos, I don't remerber whet the discussion on this matter
was, but it's certainly not true (as Petty -- Kujawa? -~ seems to have
already polnted out) thet inbreeding causes degeneration; it merely
intensifies the inheritance of traits, whether good or bad. In any
event, lncest teboos can hardly have exlsted for the purpose of prohib-
i¢ine inbreeding because, in tne first plsce, 1t exlsis in places where
the tribs 1s icnorent of the relationshlp between sexual intercourse
and pregnancy, end in the second place, incest is defined dlfferently
ip diffecent places. ITn one nlzce 1t is "incest! to marry a parallel
cousin but permissible to merry a cross cousin, ana ancther place just
the opposite. In many primitive encieties 1t 1s incest to marry a clans-
man, no Rmatter how remote he may be rensaloclicelly, and perfectly okey
to marry a close relstive in another clen -- 1in fact, it is often man-—
datory to 4o so.

A% 2ny rete I belleve S1id Colemen is correct ln ssying thet the
point of incest 1s not to dlscourare mating with someone close to you
but to encourage interfamily relationships. The custom would mgke co-
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operation among clens extensive and intimate, end thus would make
friends smong people who would otherwise be rivals and enenies,
1ife would be 2 little more secure than otherwise.

/Teople zet the attitude that Ynight gripes because his gripes are €0
entertalning. They make a much bigger Ilmpression than his pralses. Sim.
1lsrly, Heinlein's commendations on millitery life made a bigger impres-
sion than his statement thet %service to one's country! covered all
types of service, and now alleged critlcs are velling thaet he salid thav
orly soldisrs were fit to run the government. It isn't the amount of
Knight's griping that impresses people, it's the method. BES

RIS

ED MESKYS, 723A U45th, St., Brooklyn 20, N.¥, - Main item was( of cours:
Ed Gormzn's "A Folluted Premise", (Ups, is that "Premise" or "Fromise"v
One thinz is on the article, the other on the contents.) /Should have
been "Fremiss", Bad proofreading. ®SC/

Right off, I disarres wita kis first paragraph, As fer as I can see,
the attitude of "Sclence Filcticrn Has Come Of Age", thet it is "the 1it
... {er, sorry) the Literaturc of the future" has not been pushing
around in fandom for quite a2 while. On the other hgnd, a number of items
like his examining what must be done to stef for 1t to be taken ser-
iously have appeared. The best of these, of course, was not an artlcle
but a speech; the one miven by James Blish at the Pittcon banquet, and
soon /han!/ to be reprinted in NEW FROJTIERS,

Yes, sf is judred almost cxclusively on plot (and enjoyabllity) —
even by Demon Knish%t, As you remember, most of his reviews concerned
themselves with picking spart flawed plots and, except for ragre except-

ions, didn't concern themselves with charecterization,

I remember the besic plot of "Lizhte In The Sky Are Sters" end I
remember thet I enjoyed the book when I read it but I can't say any-
thing ebout the characterizestion or examlnation of character., Tne first
tims I noticed characterization in a book was in the case of Budrys'
"Who?" where, to me &t least, Mertino really ceme elive. Now Gorman
points out something else I should wstch for -- eyamination of charac—
ter. I haven't read any stf in the few days since I read the article,
but I will keep an eye open for it. But just plain characterization
which is halfway decent ig still rather rsre in sf, so I suppose this
examination of character must be just egbout as rare as Ed says 1t 1is.
But I know of one author who tried it in at leest one book, altho he
edmits that he failed. At the last Fhilicon AJBudrys told me that in
"The Falling Torch" he trled to exsmine what makes a mediocre man sud-
denly turn into a powerful leeder.

As for where gtef should go, I certainly see no objections to a
larce pa»t of it belng literate. You say that 1t doesn't bother you
whether it entertzins the next egeneration or not —- just as long as it
entertains this one, S0 since there is nothing wrong with 1t entertain--
ing the next generstion, why shouldn't it?

/Well, I nave no objections, but the number of aguthors cspable of writ-
ing enduring literature 18 a smell percentaze of the number of people
writing boocks. If stf can come up with more then 1lts chare (1ts share
would De about % of one author) I'11 be gulite happy, but I'd llke more
amusement on the order of "The High Crussde" or "The Pirstes Of Zan"
while I'm walting. RSG/
"1'd like to see a fenzine %cyed to the menstrmation cycle -- 13 lssuec
a vear and every time 1t was two weeks late people would begih worrying
e ..+.Ted Cogswell
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ROB JEMNINGS 3819 Chambers Dr., Naghville 11, Tennessee - I would i
agree with you on the Hugo awards discussions. The mein shaksup scels
to be that the more vocal scti-fans have been expressing verkal and
rrinted oplnione on the stories they thought should get the awards ovar
the pest year, and were met by agreement by more of the sam2 type of ‘
ngonlig, so that over the veer thev have accepted their own personal |
nnice as the sure winner. Unfortunetely for these persons the rest of |
actlve fandom outnumbers them, end thelr lengthy dlscussions have done
iittle to changs differinz opinions. I was personally very satisfied |
I

|

with the choice of the Hugo winners, end belleved thet ln most cases
the winners deserved the awerds. Howeve» Redd Boggs made an interessing
observetion in his discussion on the situstion; that generslliy spesklng|
the euards are chosen on the basis of populerity. while the popularliy |
of a story zenerally attests to 1ts superior auelity, there are times
when a superlor story allenstes most ¢f 1%s readers snd whet chence will
it have when the final ballote zre counted? I doubt tho thet there 1s
arything thet can be done gbout this.

/Any eward is based on popularity; the only difference belng whether it
hag to be populer with a selec’ed pansl of judges, or wlth the general
population, (Or, as in the present cass, with a specilfic section of tae
populatian,) RS0/

While it is certainly nice thet sclence fietion has finally gotten
around to discoverina the human elerment, thet human baings can meke 1ln-
terestine stories as well as situatlons and backerounds, I'm rot sure
that sclience fiction should mclé i%s stories around thls newfound qual-
ity. For the past dozen centuries or so meinline wrlters have carefully
congstructed stories that expose the humsn and mental values of varlous
characters. It is this quallty that makes the common mginline novel
what 1t is. I for nne would nnt like to see my scierce fiction revolv-
ine around the emotional bulldup of the hero, no matter how exposlng or
how enlightenlng it may be. Science flction was meant to e the iltera-
fure that doesn‘t explore the human ensle; 1t wes meent, 1 think, to
work out fictinnal relatlons hetwean humanity end eclence, and the prog
Jems zrising from science, If sclence flction decides to sit down and
put avay i%s zedgets and explere the human engle, then 1t is no better
off than malnliine writing., It will ceasg to be science fiction and be-
come mainline with offtrail bsckdrops. I for one don't went to see tnet
happen., HJuman problems are important, of course, but there are Z05INE
of competent malnline writers who cen dissect and exemine tne differing
human types when they come in contect with frightful provlems, Selence
fiction should concern itself with the solutions and examinatlons of
the problems of the future, snd leave the psychological dissection to
peonle who enjoy end cen handle thet sort of thing.

DONALD %, ANDEZRSON, 1h1 Shedy Creek R4, Rochester 2%, N.Y. - It seems

to me thot the baslc premise of the proﬁlem of the working mother was 2 |
!

1ittle off. In my lsevel of the Social Strsts, for exampZe, dsmn few wom-
en work simply because of btoradci. Thne reason thet the vast majerity of
them work is simply —- morey. The inagzs-of the independent women has
teen pounded into them for so meny yeavrs, by Hollywood 2nd the women ' s
sublications, they they are simply not willing to accept the so-called
secondary position of the housswile deper.dent on her husbend for sup=
port. Advertisirg has convinced her that a gocd many unnecessary Trills
are indeed lndispensable, end since her husbzrnd's selary may be lnguf-
ficient to give her every electironic bauble she sees in the pages of

UOUSE AND MARDEN, she Teels thet to do ner pert In meintainineg thelr

|

|
|
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position, she must g0 to work,
/You obvicusly heven't encounted the women we have; the newly marrizd
ones who quit their jots with wild sguesls of delight -- end then come
back, a couple of months later, muttering ebout not knowing what to 4o
with themselves when they were home all day. Or the elderly ones, com—,
ine back to work after their childrern have ell married because they
"need something to keep them occupied", It's psrtly meney, but not all,,
I'm not toc hot for any radlcal changes in the Hugo belloting my-
self. If some chances are to be made, however, I'd like to sce sone
setup such as ANVALOG's Analytical Laboretory. Thet is, a proportioned
stending tekilng into account the number of first, second and third
plece votes, and not the first plece votes elone.
/Don also commented on the loorhead letter, pretty much going along wit!
the 1dea that "known sex offenders' aren't all potentisl rapists, that
psychiatry is better than punishment, and that the viciousness of the
punishment is not & fezetor in deterring the crime./

NORM KETCALF, Box 1262, Tyndall AFB, Florida - I first read "The Organ-
izetion Man" whlle in basic trelinling and a more appropriate place I
can't imasine, It was quite easy to compare Whyte's ideas with the act.
ual practlces going around you, While I still had the book in my locker
we had a shakedown and I feared that the book would be seized. The ser-
geant looked at 1t and asked "What's that ebout?" I saild that 1t con-
cerned psychologlcal aspects of personnel engaged by large corporatlons
and he must have beesn snowed because he just sort of grunted and looked
blank and then started looklng at the Lensman series,

To get back to the subject I slso read "The Lonely Crowd? a2t the
same time. Trose two books msde me even more awere of just what wes go-
ing on around me. Like you I was scared stiff of whet's coming in the
U.S. With an increasing amount of brainwashing by the military (even
though it's only a small percentage of the total in the mllitary who
succumb) we might achieve "1984" by Fabian tactlics, Another disguleting
sidelight is that some of those who reject the herd-instinct when pre-
sented by the militgry, fully accept 1t when practiced in civilian life.

To join in on your discussion of where sf should be going I'll kick
in 1,99 cents worth., First, I'm in fevor of better writing. Second, T
like plots 1n most of the stories I read though I can think of a few
exceptions., Third, I'm in favor of science fiction with equal emphasis
on each word, I'm against slick writing without substance, pseudo-sci-
ence, and idiot autnors who try and mske & fast buck from thelr cruddy
novel, The type of sf I'm in favor of will never be popular with more
than 200,000 or so readers which is about tops anhyway., &nd I'm definite-
ly not 1n favor of a story which can only appeal to 1,000 or so readers,
Meinly because I fezsl that I'd prokably be one of those 199,000 others.
(This is excluding fmz material in case you're going to make some crack
ebout fasn-stories.)

Tucker: You had beftter communicete the fact that the Egyptians
couldn't spesk English to Hollywood 1mmedlately. You see, they've been
meking all these movies where fbgyptiesns cah spesk English and you
wouldn't want to have the movies giving the populace erroneous ideas,
now would you?

DON FRANSOM, 6543 Bgbcock Ave., No. Hollywood, Calif. - Rogz Ebert's
story was interesting, but didn't the protagonist accept the fantastle
thing too matter-of-factly, Jjust like 211 the characters in "Li'l Ab-
ner" do?




47

Gormen's article was good, but the 0ld eaw of "Literature ve. Picv
Formula" doesn't epnly. The tronble with a lot of stf is thet it hssi's
got a fermula plot, and therefore isn't even entertelning. Cartainly
sore of tne best literature is erterisining end has plot elements. If

not, it's usually not resily fiction,but the story of the suthor's :
life and philosophy with names chenred, which cen be enterteining too,
0f couvse. But 1%'s not Plot ve. Litersture; it's lack of beth that we !
must protest agalnst. We're doing 1t by telking about 1t, while others
just don't buy. Why not harp on sclentiflc flaws? 3tf ls not Literature!
\f you think Literazture means writing gbout today for tomorrow's read-
ers, Stf is supposed %o be wrlting that is sbout temorrow for today's
resders, I also question the pat statement often mede: 'Whet lasts 1s
Literature!. Rezd "1384" end then taink about who decides what is t0O
1ast? Rip Teschar? Stf hasn't 20t a chance. It's all trash, naturally.
/1 don't think Authority hes onite thet much influence in eelecting tha
"olassics", 3ut I wouldn't be m:ick surprised tn learn thet the llterery
sevents of 2500A.D. had decid=d that Mickey Splllane was the outsiand-—
ing writer of our era., Coatempcrary critics who try to say what will or
w111 not "endurs" ars ln sore ways simllar to the criginators of Seventh
Fandom, RSC/

ROY Ta&CKETT, Route 2, Fox R75, Albuguerque, New ¥exico - Do we want stf
to become serious literature? Kot perticularly. The search for science
fietion's plece in the sun has veen gclng on for years. The esrly Fu-
turlens tnought “hey hed a messepe 2nd a crusafe to try to malke the
world over in the stfictlonal image, Fendom is a way of 1life and all
that. Can you picturs the world run by fen? Come to think of it 1%
mipht not be so bad at that. Howsomever, I don't care whether or not
stf becomes great literature. I want readsble end entertzining stories
and if they revolve around rcbots from Mars bettling Eems from Pluto &
won't bemoan the lack of heazrt ernd soul so long as there is thud and
blunder. Oh, sure, I appreclats good stories but I read stf for amuse-
ment ard not to find some earthshaking mecsaze. Waere should stf be
going? Back to two bits per copy, thet's where.

DLRAPHRASING: JIM GROVES objects to Rev, Hoorhead's ideas on castration
ard surcests thet while the only rractical method of helting sex erimes
et present is executlon of offencers, we had better start looking for

& curs. %ZEN CHESLIN thinks the% deliberete cruelty to children by per-
ente is faor commoner then gex erimss end how ebout doing something
shout that £irst? Fe liked Decklngsr'e story but thrught the ending 1l-
logicz2l. He also sumzests public executions; msybe Englané is getliing
herd up for entertzinment. ED GORMAN is {or wes; letter is dated Nov.
9) interested in e co-editor. Write dirsctly to him, not me; his addrese
should be in the fenzlne reviews or somewhere. RAN SCOTT asks for a
revivel of Dan Adkins' "New York Insight" column. 30B LICHTJAN thinks
Nirvenherg hed a orest i1dea for a prozine tltled "Twilight Zone" and why
doesn't someone liks Lowndes stort one?

Several people mentinned thet (2) lots of people otner taen fens
nicspell "missile" and (b) thet the Reach covar on #"°U wes an example
of magnificent printing. KIN HaDBI3A wonders 1f the Heap would be in-
terested in joining the NZ¥, BHILE GRIENLEAF, specklne on censorship,
rsks, 4vhat ere you going to do with millicns of veople who ere not on-
ly heppy snd smug in theilr lgnorance, but don't even reeslize thet they
ere ignorant, and szre highly suspicious of sny scientific inquiry into
the nature of man?" I dunno; sioctlng .them seams a bit extrems....




As usuel, a lot of interestlng comments don't even get a mentlon; thie
time, however, I em definitely golneg to forwsrd all cnrmments which d&1d
not get printed to the sopropricste contributors. Since the leltsre 1o
the stack renged sll the way beck to comments on #91, auite a f&w cor-
respondents are going to stert retting letters from me filled with

clippings.

The fect that thls paze contalns sn Adlkins 1illo and verious com-
ments instesd of a malling label may be attributed to George Sclthers,
who supplied the envelopes. Thenks to Meorge, YANDRC will be golng out
in envelopes to all readers, not just the oversess contingent, for at
least a year.
*Compsred with meny
filter-tip brands,
both reguler and king-
slze, the vield of
ters and nicotine 1n
the smoke of Rrand"X"
was comparetively
high; by the same
messuring method CU
hes used since 1973
1t was 2Umg., of ters
and 1,1 mg, of nico-
tine, But, among 1its
direct competitors -~
the six repulsr-slze,
non-fllter-tip brends
~ 3t turned out that
Brend "X" was pre-
cisely second best,
“hat else?"

« « » CONSUMER REPORTS
"After all, who else
ests nuts with a2 swlz-
zle stick?® ,..Ted
Cogswell, talking
about Juanlta

B T T i

"Maybe all thet I am
in this world snd gll
thet I have been end
done comes down to
nothing mnre than be-
ing & touch of color
in & nrosalc world,
Even thet ls gome-
thing."® ..Errol Flynn
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And T can't locete

snother interlinc at
the moment, BO......
R iles - « o - [l 8l §LODE,



